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FRIDAY, JANUARY 15, 1847. 


sans . { a - 
Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan, Dillingham, Dobbin, Doug- |! Nathaniel Tracy, for the payment of outstanding loan office 


jass, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, Faran, Foster, 
Fries, Garvin, Giles, Gordon, Haralson, Harmanson, Has- 
rings, Henley, Isaac EB. Holmes, Hopkins, Hough, George 8. 
Hou: ton, E imund W. Hubard, Hungerford, Hunter, Charles 
J. Ingersoll, James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnsen, George 
W. Jones, Seabora Jones, Kaufman, Kennedy, Lawrence, 


certificates, 5 
By Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL: Sundry memorials from 


citizens of Philadelphia, asking Congress to setapart, during | 


the present session, the strip of land prayed for by Asa Whit 


| hey of New York, for the purpose of enabling him immedi 


eake, Leffier, La Sere, Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, Me- | 
Clean, MeClelland, MeCrate, MeDaviel, Joseph J. Me- | 


Powell, James MeDowell, McKay, John P. Martin, Morris, 
Morse, Moulton, Niven, Owen, Payne, Perrill, Perry, Phelps, 
Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Russell, Sawtelle, Scammon, 


§ dion, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Stanton, Starkweativer, | 
St. John, Strong, James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Thur- | 
man, Tibbatts, Towas, Tredway, Wick, Williams, and | 


Woodward—104. 
So the amendment reported by the Committee 
of the Whole was nen-concurred in by the House. 
The question was then taken on ordering the 
original bill to be engrossed and read a third time. 
Which question was decided in the affirmative. 
The bill being engrossed, it was read a third 
time. 


The question then recurred on the passage of | 


the bill. 
Mr. BOYD demanded the previous question. 


A motion was here made that the House do now |! 
| the navy yard at Kittery, Maine. Also, the petition of John 


adjourn. 

Vhich motion was lost by the casting vote of 
the Speaker. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 


main question ordered to be put, viz: ** Shall this || 


bill pass ?”’ 


On which question the yeas and nays were or- | 


dered; pending which, the House, at fifteen minutes || 
|} ment of Venezuela, and for relief. 


before five o’clock, adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &c. 
Petitions, memorials, &c., were presented and 
referred, under the rule, as follows: 


By Mr. SEAMAN: The petition of John Ross, a revoiu- 
tionary soldier, praying Congress to allow him a pension in 


eonsideration of his services during the war of the Revolu- | 


tion. 


By Mr. LUMPKIN: The petition of a large number of 


citizens of Walker county, Georgia, for the establishment 
of a mail route from the town of Chattanooga, in East Ten- 
nessee, through M-Lamore’s cove, in Walker county, Geor- 
gia, to Valley Head, in the State of Alabama. 


By Mr. J. G. CHAPMAN, of Maryland: The petition of | 


the President and Directors and Company of the Union Bank 
of Georgetown, in the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. W. HUNT, of New York: The petition of citi- 
zeus of Niagara county, New York, for an improvement of 
the harbor of Eighteen Mile creek. 

By Mr. J. H. JOHNSON, of New Hampshire: The peti- 
tion of Benjamin G. Perkins, praying allow. ice of a pen- 
sion as an invalid in consideration of dicabilities incurred 
during his services ia the United States army. 

By Mr. HALE: A petition of the executors of Captain 
Judah Alden for conmnutation. 

By Mr. CRANSTON: The memorial of John Barstow 
and others, of Providence, Rhode I-land, against the repeal of 
the law regulating piloting in New York. 

ty Mr. MORSE: The petition of Antoine Dupre, praying 
for confirmation of a tract of land. 

By Mr. SAWTELLE: The petition of Drunerson Haynes 


and seventy-seven others, citizens of Somerset county, in | 


the State of Maine, praying for the repeal of the law which 


’ c " ; o i ix “li ca. | i e : i 
allows of women being whipped and imprisoned in the Dis || occurrence took place, he had felt it his duty, ane 


trict of Columbia without crime, and that females be aliow- 
el their oath. 

Ry Me. MeDOWELL, of Ohio: The petition of Robert 
Butler, of Florida, praying compensation for certain losses, 


c. 

By Mr. HILLIARD: A memorial from citizens of Mont- 
gomery, Barbour, and Butler counties, Alabama, praying the 
removal of the middle distriet court of the United States to 
Montgomery. 

By Mr. MARTIN, of Wisconsin: A petition of delegates 
to the constitational convention of Wisconsin, asking an 
alteration in the boundary of the State as established by the 
act of August 6th, 1846. Also, the petition of citizens of 
Washington county, askiog a mail route from Graften to 
Hust’s Rapids. 

By Mr. E. H. EWING: Petition and accompanving pa- 
pers of L. P. Cheatham. Also, the petitioa of 8. F. Read, 
and accompanying papers. Also, the petition of the heirs 
of Peter Dominick Robert, with accompanying papers. 
Also, the petition of Samuel Graves, with accompanying 

pors. 

By Mr. ABBOTT: The memorial of Ebenezer Stone and 
twenty-six others, merchants, ship owners, and shipmasters 
of the district of Newburyport, Massachusetts, praying that 
the law now in operation regulating the pilots for the dis- 
trict of New York may not be repealed. 

By Mr. DANIEL P. KING: The several memorials of 


Humphrey Devereux, Joseph G. Waters, Gideon Tucker, 
John P. Andrewa, and others, of Salem, Massachusetts, for 
remuneration for spoliations committed by the Frengh prior 
to the year 1805, or for the restoration of their claims, and 
remedy against France. Also, the memorial of the heirs of 


il 


| ted prior to A, 


| chair. 


ately to commence the great national work of constructing 
a railroad from Lake Michigan to the Pacific. 

By Mr. GORDON: The petition of William Wickham. 
Also, the petition of J. W. Nye. 

By Mr. J.G. CHAPMAN: The memorial of William and 
Richard A. Reeder, for property destroyed hy the enemy in 
the war of 1812. Also, the memorial of the heirs of Captain 
John Thomas, of the Virginia State navy daring the war of 
the Revolution, asking pav and relief. Also, the petition of 
the representatives of Colonel Udney Hay, for payment of 


| lost loan office certificates. 


By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of citizens of Johnson 


| county, Missouri, for a post route from Harrisburg, Lafay- 
| ette county, to Rose Hill, Johnson county, in the State of 


Missouri. 

By Mr. SCHENCK: The memorial of George Africanus 
O’Brien, praying to be indemnified for spoliations commit- 
D. .1800 by the French Government ou the 
property of his father, Richard O'Brien. 

By Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina: The petition of J. 
S. R. Reeves, lieutenant of artillery and adjutant at West 
Point. 

By Mr. SCAMMON: The petition of Moses Goodwin, 
jr., and 21 others. citizens of Shapieigh, for a dry-dock at 


Nelson and 74 others, citizens of Eltiot, for a dry-dock at the 


| same place. 


By Mr. PERRY: The memorial of the President and Pro 
fessors of Mount St. Marv’s College. of Marviand, praving 
a modification of the tariff act of 1845 so as to restore the 
privilege formerly enjoyed by publie institutions of learning 
in the importation of books and philosophical apparatus. 

Bv Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL: The memorial of Jacob Idler, 
of Philadelphia, in relation to his claim upon the Govern- 


By Mr. COCKE: The petition of Muzh Graham, and 155 
others, of Claiborne county, Tennessee, praying Congress 
to reéstablish a line of four-horse post roaches on mail 
route No. 5,037, from Russellville, Tennessee, to London and 
Lexington, Kentueky. 

By Mr. LIGON: A memorial of a large number af mer 


ernment. 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of W. B. Edwards, late 
an invalid soldier, praying for a pension. 

By Mr. HUDSON: The petition of Joseph W. Cross, of 
West Boylston, Massachusetts, praying for the restoration of 
peace. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 11, 1847. 
The Senate having been called to order, 


Mr. ATCHISON presented the following note |: 


from the Vice President: 
“ Wasnineton, January 11, 1847. 


** Senator Atcuison will oblige me by opening | 


the Senate to-day, and by presiding therein until 
its adjournment. G. M. DALLAS, 
“*Vice President of the United States, 

and President of the Senate.’’ 

Mr. CRITTENDEN rose and said, that it was 

with real reluctance that he was about to trouble 

the Senate with any remarks on this subject, 

Once before, at the last session, when a similar 


member of this body, to call the attention of the 
Senate to the question as to the right of the Vice 
President to delegate to any Senator he might 
name, the authority to preside over the delibera- 
tions of the body during his absence from the 
The question was then but little discussed, 
and as the proposition which he at that time made, 
was offered without much consideration, he had 
consented to withdraw it. He still thought, how- 
ever, that the subject merited serious deliberation. 
Anything like personal or political considerations, 
in bringing up the matter again, he entirely dis- 
avowed. The Senator who had been named was 
to him perfectly unexceptionabie. There was no 
gentleman in that body who would be more agree- 
able to him as the occupantof the chair. Theonly 
object he had in rising was to vindicate the rights 


of the Senate, whose province it was to elect the | 


Senator who should preside in the absence of the 
Vice President. If an election were now to be 
made, he had no doubt that the result would be the 
same. 
should be the act of the Senate—that the Senate 





| chants of the city of Baltimore, praying Congress to purchase | 
| Morse’s clectro magnetic telegraph for the nse of the Gov- 
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would now offer a resolution, for the purpose of 
testing the sense of the Senate. If the Vice Presi- 
dent had the right to nominate a substitute for # 
day, he had an equal right to appoint one fora 
week, for a month, or fora year. He concluded 
with submitting the following resolution : 

** Resolved, That the Senate now proceed to the 
election of a President pro tempore.”” : 

Mr, ATCHISON said that as the course of pre- 
ceeding was one in reference to which a diversity 
of opinion might properly exist, and as the right 
of the Vice President to appoint a substitute was 
denied, it might be the pleasure of the Senate to 
go into an election. He would, therefore, with 
the permission of the Senate, retire from the chair, 
and let the Seeretary preside until the sense of the 
body shall have been ascertained, 

{A general exclamation of “* No! no!” 
the rule.’’} 

The rule was then read, as follows: 

‘* The Vice President, or President of the Sen- 
‘ate pro tempore, shall have a right to name a mem- 
‘ber to perform the duties of the chair, but such 
‘substitution shall not extend beyond an adjourn- 
‘ment.”’ 

Mr. SPEIGHT said that, with all due defer- 
ence, he thought the motion of the Senator from 
Kentucky quite unnecessary. The rule said that 
the Vice President could not name a substitute to 
act beyond one day. The nomination of the Sen- 
ator from Missouri, therefore, was strictly and 
clearly within the meaning of the rule, and the 
| practice of the Senate had conformed to it. There 
was no necessity for a departure from the course 
which was pursued last session. Then the Vice 
President was absent from the District, but now 
he is only prevented from taking his seat by a 
slight indisposition. It seemed to him to be a very 
plain case. 

Mr. SEVIER referred the Senator from Ken- 
tucky to the proceedings of the last session, when 
a similar appointment was acquiesced in. The 
Vice President was quite unwell, and was not able 
to perform the duties of the chair to-day. Fle 
would request his friend from Kentucky to with- 
draw his resolution. If the Vice President should 
continue to be indisposed for several days, there 
might be some reason for the interference of the 
Senate, and it would then be time enough to con- 
sider what course should be adopted. The case 
was settled at the last session. He hoped the 
Senator from Kentucky would allow the matier 
to stand over. 

Mr. ATCHISON said that he felt the impro- 
priety of oceupying the chair during this diseus- 
sion. He felt the great delicacy of his situation, 
and was desirous to retire from the chair. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN expressed his hope that 
the Senator from Missouri would retain the chair. 
He could do so with great propriety, as the wnani- 
‘mous consent of the Senate would, doubtless, Le 

cheerfully given. 

No objection being made, Mr. Arenson con- 
tinued in the chair. 

Mr. BADGER thought the rule which had been 
read did not apply to the present case. This was 
a case, he thought, which the Constitution iteeif 


‘* Read 


| provided for when it declared that, in the absence 


What he desired was that the appointment | 


of the Vice President, the Senate should appoint 
a President pro tem. The Vice President, when 
absent from this Hall, was not the President of 
this body—he was only the Vice President of the 
United States; and when here, by virtue of his 
office, was the presiding officer of this body. — It 
was, to his understanding, very plain that the Vice 
President could have no power to delegate hia 
authority. The Senate, when they adopted the 
rule, did not intend to confer any such power on 
the Vice President. They knew their own rights 
too well to do this. The reason why the provision 
was introduced that the substitute should not re- 
. tain the chair beyond the adjournment of the Ben- 
_ ate was simply this: that no member of the Senate 
| shonld be called to the chair by the Vice Presi- 
| dent unless when he was temporarily called away 


should assert its right; and this course he trusted | during the sitting of the body. 


would be pursued, 


Entertaining these views, he |i 


Mr, ALLEN referred to the fact, not very re- 
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mote as to time, when Mr. Southard occupied the | 
chair. ‘That gentleman was for a long time sick, || 
and unable to preside for many successive days; 
when it was his constant practice to call a Senator | 


to take the chair. He merely desired to state the 
fact. which seemed to bear in this case. 

Mr. BADGER briefly replied, that although he 
was not a member of the Senate at the time, he 


had a perfect recollection of the case referred to by | 


the Senator from Ohio. It did not strike him that 
there was any analogy between that case and the 
present. The Vice President is not a member 
of this bedy. He occupied the chair by virtue 
only of his official character. The Constitution 
confers on him no power to delegate the office to 
another: it is the province of the Senate, when he 
iz not present, to appoint a President pro tempore 
to preside. When a President of our own choice, 
a member of the Senate, occupies the chair, it is 
proper and right, during any unavoidable absence, 
that he should call on any, other member of the 
Senate to act for him. 
with regard to the authority of the Vice President, 
hut must insist that they could not authorize him, 
while absent, to appoint a substitute in face of the 
Constitution expressly declaring, that in his ab- 
sence, the Senate should appoint that officer. He 
could not doit. If he was notin the chair, whether 


he was in Washington or New Orleans, it mattered | 


not-—he was absent from the Senate, and could nat 
by note, letter, or other communication, appoint a 
substitute, 

He would take occasion to say, as the Senator 
from Kentucky had said, that the Senator occu- 
pying the chaw knew well that he (Mr. B.) had 
no personal reference to him in the remarks he had 
made, ‘There was no Senator who would fill the 
chair more gracefully, and none whom he would 
rather desire to see there. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN then modified his resolu- 


tion, so as to read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Hon. D. R. Arcuison be, 
and be is hereby, appointed President pro tem. 
during the absence of the Vice President, and until 
he resumes his seat as presiding officer of this 


near 
Mr. SEVIER considered that, according to the | 


strict construction which the honorable gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. Bancer] had given to 
the Constitution, all business of the Senate must 
cease if the Vice President should chance to be ab- 
sent for five minutes. He thought the course which 
the Vice President had taken in this case was in 
accordance with the uniform practice of all parties, 
at all times, since the foundation of the Govern- 
ment. Why, then, was the question brought up 
at this time? The same thing had been done, in 
like circumstances, at the last session, when the 
Vice President left the city, and appointed a sub- 
stitute; and he could see no reason for making an 
exception to this general usage in the present case. 
He would suggest to his friend from Kentucky the 
propriety of introducing a proposition to change 
the rule, if he considered the rule unconstitutional, 
and then the course to be pursued would be well 
understood. 
- an hour, we should then know what is to be 
one. 


If the Vice President should leave | 


Mr. BERRIEN hoped the resolution of the gen- | 


tleman from Kentucky would be acquiesced in, so 
as to render it unnecessary to go into an election 
at this time. What was the language of the rule? 
Here the Senator read the rule. 
is, whether this rule conforms to the Constitution. 
The words of the Constitution are emphatic: the 
Senate shall choose a President pro tempore. In 
the absence of the Vice President, the Senate shall 
choose a President pro tempore. The rule onl 
provides that the Senate shall do what the Consti- 
tution says it shall do. 
go into a discussion on the subject, when the rule 
indicates our course. He thought the objection 
raised by the gentleman from Arkansas unfounded 
that the Vice President could not leave his seat for 
a few minutes, without requiring the election of a 
President pro tempore; because it was only in the 
absence of the Vice President, acting as President 
that the rule authorized him to name one who 
should occupy the chair during that day's busi- 
ness. But the Constitution expressly forbids the 
Vice President from apfiointing a substitate to pre- 


side over the Senate—the Vice President being | 


absent at the time of making such appointment. 
Mr. CALHOUN said the question obviously 


He had no undue jealousy | 


had the slightest objection to the Senator in the | 


| of some embarrassment. 
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turned on the word ‘*absent;’’ and all precedent | 


had decided that the Vice President could vacate 
his chair for a single day without being considered 
as ‘absent.’ If he goes to the fire to warm him- 
self, is he to be considered absent? 
the other room in the Capitol, is he to be regarded 


/as absent? ‘he question is whether he may not 


leave the chair to warm his feet, or to go to the 


other end of the Capitol, or into the city, without | 


being considered absert. Such construction had 
never been given to the rule, In so nice a = 
tion precedent should govern them. If the 

President cannot leave the chair to converse with 


a friend, it would have a very inconvenient effect, | 
If he | 


unless he is understood to do it informally. 
is absent for a day, then the rule comes mto oper- 
ation, and he can name a substitute. 


A plausible argument might be advanced on both | 
| sides, however, but long practice ought to govern | 


our decision. The best way, in his opinion, as 


the question was subject to some doubt, was to | 
leave it undecided for the present, and take it up || 


at some future time. He would therefore vote 
against the resolution; and that, not because he 


chair, 

Mr. BADGER inquired of the honorable geit- 
tleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Catnoun,] 
whether he considered the Vice President as now 
present or absent. 


the Constitution declared that the Senate should 
elect a chairman pro tempore. 


**absence’”’ admitted of various constructions; but 
still the question recurs, is the Vice President now 
absent or present? 


to preside during hisabsence. If absent, the Con- 


stitution says the Senate shall choose a President 
If present, there is no necessity for || 


pro tempore. 
any action. 


Mr. CALHOUN said he would answer the | 
| question of the gentleman from North Carolina, if 


he would first answer a question for him. Sup- 
pose the Vice President should go to the House to 
see some friend, would he be present or absent? 
Mr. ALLEN admitted that this was a subject 
Had this been a new 


question, with nothing to weaken it on the one 


side or to strengthen it on the other, in the practice 
of this body, he would hesitate as to his course. 


| Buthe thought the meaning of the words “present”? 


and *tabsent’’ quite obvious, 


He defined ‘pres- 


ent”? to be that condition which qualified the Vice 
| President for the discharge of the duties of his 


office. He could not see how he could be absent 


| while sitting on a sofa in another part of the room 


for a few moments. If he should be sick and 
lying on that sofa, he would be constitutionally 
absent as much as if he were away from the Capi- 
tol, because he would be unable to discharee the 


| duties of his office. There was a difficulty in the’ 


question, and he agreed with the Senator from 


/ South Carolina, that the better course would be to 


‘The question | 


It is unnecessary, then, to | 


reserve the question for the present, leaving it for 
future deliberation. If we adopt the resolution 
now, we establish a new principle, and decide what 
should be left to a more convenient period. There- 
fore, he concurred in the propriety of postponing 
it. 

One more remark as to the distinetion which had 
heen made between the Vice President and a Presi- 
dent protem. They are regarded as the same in 
the rule. They are treated precisely alike. The 


_ authority to both is given in the same words. The 
| Senate has acquiesced in this construction, and we 


ought to adhere to the practice now, and select a 
more convenient time for the decision of the ques- 
tion. He thought, however, that they had hetter 


_ in the present case adhere to the previous usage of 


the Senate, and select a more convenient time for 
discussing the matter. 

Mr. BUTLER made some remarks, which, from 
his position under the gallery, were not heard with 
sufficient distinctness to be reported. He was 


_ opposed to the resolution, on the ground that, ac- 


1} 
i 


cording to the spirit of the rule, the Vice President 
could not be regarded as absent. 
Mr, CRITTENDEN called for the reading of the 
Vice President’s letter: which was again read. 
_Mr. C, thought the Vice President had no more 
right to designate an officer to preside over the 


If he goes into | 


ice. 


If present, the present incum- | 
| bent of the chair had no right there: if absent, then | 


He admitted, with | 
the Senator from South Carolina, that the word |; 


With regard to this question, | 
certainly the Vice President treated himself as ab- | 
sent; for he sent them a paper proposing some one || 
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Senate than the President had to select some sy). 
stitule to perform his duties. Up to the time of 
the appointment of Judge Southard as President of 
| the Senate, when the Vice President became Pres). 
dent of the United States, all precedent had favored 
the view which he had taken on this question, 
The case of Mr. Southard was attended by peculiar 
circumstances. ‘That case seemed to be strono| 
relied on; and in that case he thought that gentle. 
men suffered friendship and courtesy to carry them 
alittle beyond the bounds of propriety. “Judce 
Southard was elected President pro tem. as a mem). 
ber of the Senate. He was suffering in his las, 
illness, and was for a long time disabled from 
taking the chair. He was highly esteemed and 
valued; and there was a willingness in the Senate 
then to allow the practice of naming a substitate 
from day to day and from week to week; and this 
is urged as a precedent to govern us when no such 
circumstances exist. 
The other instance brought forward was that of 
the present Vice President, who went away last 
session to visit his family in Philadelphia, when 
he named a substitute. he nomination was then 
acquiesced in, hastily, in his opinion. All his reflec- 
tions had resulted in a conviction of the impro- 
priety of the course. Important consequences may 
be involved in it, if suffered to continue. He 
| would say nothing about the various constructions 

of the word absence—whether going to the fire, or 
the sofa, or to the other part of the Capitol, was 
to be regarded as being absent. But there were 
other considerations of greater importance to be 
looked at, one of which was the security afford- 
_ed by the appointment of a President of the Sen- 
ate in case of the death of the Vice President. 
In his opinion the Vice President had no more 
right to appoint a substitute than the President 
has. The Constitution gives no such power, and 
|| if it is exercised, it is in opposition to the rights of 
this body. Our powers are given us not exclu- 
sively for our own benefit, but for others, and we 
| have no right to limit them or to enlarge them. 

In cases where the Vice President temporarily 
leaves the chair, and calls another to occupy it, 
we make no election, but consider him still in the 
chair. But when he is confined at home by sick- 
ness, it is the absence contemplated by the Consti- 
tution. The daily journal of proceedings shows 
who is the occupant of the chair, and it is neces- 
sary that it should show him to be either the offi- 
cial President, or a President pro tempore. He had 
| no feeling on the subject—no personal objection to 
/any one; but it was necessary for the dignity of 
| this body that it should retain in its own hands the 
exercise of its own powers, especially in the ap- 
| pointment of a presiding officer. If the Vice Presi- 
dent can name a substitute for one day, he can do 
the same for a week or a month, and our rule is 
rendered nugatory. It is our duty to go into an 
election, and thus prevent the vacation of the 
} chair by the Vice President without leaving a suc- 
|| cessor. 
| He asked the Senator from South Carolina, 
| {Mr. Catnoun,] who, he remarked, presided so 


| long and with so much characteristic ability over 
} 





the deliberations of the Senate, if he ever under- 
took, under his sign-manual, to designate a sub- 
‘stitute? Hundreds of precedents might be quoted 
| in support of the course he had taken, while only 
three solitary cases could be found against it. The 
inadvertencies of sixty years had been quoted, 
| while one hundred good precedents had been lost 
| sight of. The rare exceptions are taken, the prac- 
| tice of ninety-nine cases to the contrary notwith- 
| standing. For some years past, the Vice President 
‘| has been the President of the Senate, and nota 
/member of this body. He has been a sort of 
| peace officer, to keep order—an executive officer— 
grand marshal; and is it to be allowed that he shall 
| consider himself authorized to place over our heads 
any one he may name. He again disavowed any 
‘rsonal feeling. He had none. The resolution 
| proved that he had none. He would most cor- 
| dially vote for the Senator now in the chair; but 
| he desired the right of the Senate to be vindicated 
in his appointment. ; 
| Mr. BADGER said that he regarded it absolute- 
ly necessary that the question should now be de- 
cided. He had put to the Senator from South 
Carolina a question, whether, according to his con- 
| struction of the Constitution, he thought the Vice 


President was this morning absent or t. 
The Senator from South Carolina, ieaieilh ofan 
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swering, evades the uestion, saying, he will answer 
my question when I shall have answered a ques- 
tion which he propounds. Now, if we have any 
purpose in this discussion beyond the mere ban- 
dying of words, if we have met in deliberation 
on the propriety of settling a rule as to the right 
action of this body, the Senator from South Caro- 
jina ought not to decline to answer a question which 
js before the Senate, until he (Mr. B.) should have 
answered another question, not before the Senate. 

Mr. B. should have no difficulty, however, in 
answering the question puttohim. Was the Vice 
President, then, when in the Representative Hall, 
present or absent ? Undoubtedly he was absent, 
unless he possessed the attribute of ubiquity. As 
this attribute did not belong to him, he had no 
hesitation in saying that if the Vice President was 
in the Representative Hall, he was not in the Sen- 
ate Chamber. He could not be personally present 
in this Hall and in the other. If he was absent 
from this Hall, he was absent according to the 
constitutional sense, and according to common 
parlance. 
President came to the Capitol in the morning, and 
went to the House of Representatives instead of 
the Senate, and wrote to a Senator to take his 
place, he had any power to do so? 

The rule was to receive a reasonable interpreta- 
tion, in accordance with the Constitution, and was 
never intended to be so construed as to overturn 
the practice of the Senate. What did the Consti- 
tution say? That the Senate—not may, but shall, 
in the absence of the Vice President, appoint a 
President pro tem. And what was the rule? There 
was not a word in it which indicated in the slight- 
est degree, that this was to be done whenever the 
Vice President went out of the Chamber. The rule 
of the Senate permits him, when going out of this 
Chamber, to name a Senator to take the chair, but 
not to continue in it beyond the adjournment. He 
shall have power to name—where? In this Cham- 
ber. For what purpose? To occupy the chair. 
For how long? Not beyond the adjournment. 
The rule supposes the Senate to be in session. It 
applies to the Senate in session, and did not ex- 
tend beyond adjournment. What, then, had the 
rule to do with a case like this? The Senate as- 
sembled this morning—the hour of meeting arri- 
ved—the Chaplain had offered up the usual suppli- 
cation; but no Vice President appeared. The ques- 
tion, then, naturally arises: Is the Vice President 
absent or present? It is to be supposed that he is 
absent. For when the Constitution speaks of ab- 
sence or presence, it means as to this body—absent 
from, or present in this body. We are, then, 
bound to elect a President pro tem. There is no 
escape. If the rule gives the power to the Vice 
President to appoint, it is in direct opposition to 
the Constitution, and is, therefore, void. But the 
rule has no such purpose. It was competent for 
the Vice President to call a member to preside 
during a temporary absence, but not beyond an 
adjournment, 

The view of the Senator from Kentucky was 
conclusive under the rule. Hecould not see how 
the Vice President could absent himself all the ses- 
sion, and appoint a substitute day after day. It 
was the duty of the Senate to elect a President pro 
ten. No time could be more appropriate for the 
settlement of this question, when it can be done 
without bias or passion. In regard to the selection 
of @ presiding officer by the Senate, all, no doubt, 
would concur in the choice of the honorable gen- 
tleman named by the Vice President; but he wish- 
ed him to be appointed by the proper authority. 

Mr. CALHOUN had no idea, when the subject 
was introduced, that he should make any remarks. 
He would now, however, ask permission to add a 
few more. He had no doubt that the subject had 
been brought forward from conscientious motives. 

_As to the two questions which had been put to 
him by the Senator, he would now answer: first, 
that he never did make an appointment of a sub- 
Stitute, for the reason that he was never absent 
from the chair. Had the occasion required an 
such course, he would have deliberated very mu 
before he would have determined on his course. 
Secondly, as to whether a person appointed by the 
Vice President would, in the event of the death of 
the Vice President, stand in his place with refer- 
ence to the Presidency. To this, he would answer 
that he would not; because he would neither be 
the Vice President nor the President pro tempore. 
There are two points on which doubts may exist, 
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He would ask, whether, if the Vice || 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
of the Senate to the rule, and he would be willing 


|| What was the truc interpretation of the rule which 
I] : 

‘| he had already noticed. He did not, however, 
|| give a positive opinion. Then as to the meaning 
|| of the word “ absent’’ 

| 





|| Mr. BADGER. There is no such word in the 
rule, 

Mr. CALHOUN. First: What was the true 
construction of the rule? Without determining 
what was the true construction, he had said that 
he had his doubts. The whole question turned 
on the word “absent.’’ The rule was not intended 
to be in repugnance to the Constitution. His own 
| course was influenced by the practice of the Sen- 
j ate. The question, whether the rule conforms to 
|| the Constitution, was not fairly before the Senate. 
|| He wished the practice to conform to the rule, 
|| The rule applied to the Vice President as well as 
|| the President pro tem. There was no distinction. 


In the case of Mr. Southard, he was a long time | 


tz 7 ; ‘i 
| ill, and the respect in which he was held, induced 
i 


| the Senate to act towards him with great forbear- | 


| ance, in which both sides concurred. The rule did 
| not contemplate that the Vice President should be 
| always in the chair when he called s substitute. 
| He might do it from his sick bed. There could 
|| be no party feeling mixed up with this question, 
| The only object of all was to conform the practice 


| to go into the subject ata proper time. The best 
| way was now to vote down the resolution. 

Mr. SEVIER moved to lay the resolution on 
the table, with the view of referring the subject to 


| prevail. 
| Mr. BENTON adverted to the practice of the 


That practice continued until Mr. Southard was 
appointed. Then it was changed. He thought, 
at that time, that the change derogated from the 
rights of the Senate. He did not remember that 
he made any remarks on the subject. Hethonght 
that the practice of naming a substitute from day 
to day was not consistent with the dignity and 
rights of the Senate, and that the proper way was 
to go into an election of a President pro tem. 

Some conversation here took place between Mr. 
H. JOHNSON and Mr. CALHOUN as to the 
time when the rule was adopted. 

Mr. H. JOHNSON thought the construction 
put on the rule by the Senator from North Caro- 
lina [Mr. Bapcer] was the correct one. 

Mr. SPEIGHT said it was adopted in 1819. 





Mr. BADGER called for the yeas and nays on | 


Mr. Sevier’s motion to lay the resolution on the 
table, and they were ordered. 


Mr. BAGBY said he should vote to lay the | 


resolution on the table, for the purpose, in case the 
motion should prevail, of submitting a resolution 
to proceed to the election of a President pro tem. 

The question was then taken upon the motion 
of Mr. Sevier to lay the resolution upon the table, 
and decided in the negative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Bagby Breese, 
Bright, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, 


Houston, Niles, Rusk, Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, | 


Westcott, and Yulee—21. 
NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Benton, Berrien, Butler, 
Cameron, Cilley, Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Cor- 


nagin, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Man- 


gum, Miller, Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, Upham, Webster, || 


and Woodbridge—26. 


The question then recurring upon the resolution | 


of Mr. CrirrenpEN— 


Mr. WESTCOTT stated that he had voted for | 
laying the resolution on the table, because the Sen- || 
ator from Alabama had intimated his purpose im- | 


mediately to offer a resolution, as a substitute for 
this, and he should cheerfully vote for it. 


chair. All the offices of the Senate should be filled 
up so as to provide against every contingency. 

Mr. ATCHISON was about to make an intima- 
tion, when 

Mr. SEVIER rose to the question of order. 
The chair being vacant, the Secretary would have 
to receive the ballots, or preside until an appoint- 
ment was made. 

“ Certainly, certainly,”’ from all quarters. 

Mr. Arcutson then left the chair. 


Mr. BREESE sald he desired to make one or 
two remarks, and he would prmiee them by say- 

e honorable Senator | : 

from Kentucky would suppose for a moment that ‘' turn of the Vice President. 


ing, that no one who knew t 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| the Committee on the Judiciary, should the motion || 
| the place. 


Senate at the period when Mr. Gaillard presided. | 


| merely for the day as a substitute. 


He | 
thought it was not competent to the Vice President | 
to appoint a substitute while he was not in the | 


|| the session, but he 


to electa President 
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he had any other than the best and purest motives 
in offering the resolution under consideration. 
None other, he was satisfied, had actuated him. 
Mr. B. said, if it was now for the first time to 
place a construction upon the twenty-third rule 
under which the Vice President had ected, in 
naming the Senator to preside for the day over the 
deliberations of the Senate, he did not know but 
that he should vote for the resolution; but the rule 
In question had received a construction by the uni- 
form action of the Senate, as he was informed by 
older members, ever since it was adopted, and im 
conformity with the act of the Vice President; and 
he submitted, if long practice under the rule, ac- 
quiesced in without question as to its propriety, 
was not some evidence of the real meaning and 
intention of the rule. Mr. B. said, that the power 


| given by the Constitution to the Senate, to choose 


a President pro tem., in the absence of the Vice 
President, was, if he recollected the history of the 
Senate, early called into exercise, as the Vice Presi- 
dents, in the younger days of the republic, were 
not in the habit of attending the Senate at the open- 
ing of the seasion, but of being absent, and also of 
being absent some weeks previous to the adjourn- 
ment, in order that the Senate might choose a Pod 
dent pro tem., who, in a certain contingency, not 


| very likely to happen, should exercise the powers 


of President of the United States. Such an clec- 


| tion as this, (Mr. B. said,) in the actual absence of 


the Vice President, gave to the President pro tem., 
who might be elected, all the powers of the Vice 
President, and the emoluments also pertaining to 
Now the rule, Mr. B. apprehended, 
was intended to provide only for temporary ab- 
sence or present inability of the Vice President, 
in which casualties the Vice President or President 
protem., might name a Senator to perform the duties 
of the chair, but which substitution should not 
extend beyond an adjournment, making it clear 
that such Senator named was in no respect to he 
considered as President pro tem., but a mere sub- 
stitute for the presiding officer, who would have 
no power to sign bills, nor right to receive the ad- 
ditional compensation provided by law, he acting 


Mr. B. said it had been urged by the Senator 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Bapcer,] that the Vice 
President or President pro tem. must name the Sen- 
ator who shall discharge the duties of the chair, 
from the chair itself. Mr. 13. said he did not think 


| so; the rule does not so confine him, and he sub- 


mitted, if such was the intention of the rule, if the 
phraseology would not have been different. It 
would have then been, Mr. B. thought, shall have 
the right to call’? a member to the chair. Giving 
him the right to name the Senator, conferred upon 
him a power which could as well be exercised out 
of the Chamber as in it, and provided for casual- 
ties. 

The same rule existed in regard to the Speaker 
of the House; and he (Mr. B.) said he understood 
that the uniform practice under it had been for the 
Speaker, when absent from the House in case of 
sickness or other casualty, to name a member to 
preside forthe day. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he should vote for this 


| : i ; 
win, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Greene, Huntington. Jar- || resolution, although the practice of the Senate had 


| been otherwise. 


The Vice President had now 
done what his predecessors had done, but it was 
an irregular practice, and it was time that an end 
should be put to it; and if an end were put to it 
now, no one could impute any personal motive to 
the Senator moving in it. e should, therefore, 
vote for the resolution of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, and then he hoped the rule would be taken 
up and referred. His recollection would not 7 


‘him back to the time when the alteration too 


place; but he was under the impression that the 
rule and practice of the Senate respecting the elec- 


| tion of a President pro tem. had been changed. It 
| appeared to him there had always been a Presi- 
| dent pro tem. to take the chair when the Vicc Presi- 


dent was absent, and that was the true course. He 
was not in the Senate at a period so early as that 
when Mr. Gaillard presided so great a portion of 
ought he could not be mis- 
taken in saying that the practice at that time was, 
o tem., and he remained Pres- 
ident protem. whether in or tof the chair, ready 
to take it when the Vice President was not present. 
But then there came a poo of terminating, ipso 


th ident pro tem. on the re- 
facto, the office of the It _ in these words; 
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‘© When the Vice President resumes his chair, the || thus an officer might be sitting here without au- 


office of President pro tem. ceases. ” Heknew not | thority. He now, therefore, beeged leave to move || 


when that rule was adopted, but it was a matterof | an amendment to the resolution of the Senator from 
very great importance, in his judgment, that there | Kentucky, by striking out all after the word Re- | 
should always be such an officerasa President pro | solved, and inserting, ‘* That the Senate proceed 
tem. of the Senate; and, therefore, in that respect, || forthwith to the election of a President of the Sen- 
the rule required reconsideration and revision. He | ate pro tem.”’ | 
could not help observing another thing which had Mr, CRITTENDEN said he was perfectly wil- 
happened, and which he hoped would not oceur | ling to accept that amendment. It would result in 
again. If he was not mistaken, at the extra ses- | the same thing. 
sion, after the inauguration of the Chief Magis- Mr. WEBSTER briefly explained his previous 
trate, the Vice President did not vacate his seat till |) remarks; which had been misunderstood by Sena- 
the final adjournment of the session; so that, till | tors around him. 
the commencement of the next session there was The Secrerary then put the question on the | 
no such officer as a President pro tem. of the Sen- | resolution of Mr, CRITTENDEN, as modified on 
ate. Now, in the contemplation of law, more es- | the motion of Mr. BAGBY, and it was adopted, 29 | 
pecially of the rule of Congress, there should be — voting in the affirmative—the noes not counted. 
such an officer, who, in case of the death of the 
President and Vice President, became himself Pres- | dent pro tem. There were 48 ballots deposited, of | 
ident. He did not know but it might have been an which Mr. Arcurson received 47 votes, and Mr. 
oversight, but the Vice President's not vacating the | Sturgeon 1. 
chair at the extra session had left the Senate no Mr. Arcutson was thereupon declared elected, | 
opportunity to appoint a President pro tem. And | and he took the chair accordingly. 
what made it the more important was, as every 
member of the Senate would see, that there was 
more than one-half of every other year in which 
there was no Speaker of the House of Represent- 
natives; that was, froin the termination of the last 
session of a Congress there could be no such officer 
as Speaker of the House of Representatives until 
another session of Congress, when the members 
came together and elected a Speaker. And what 
would be the consequence in sucha case as that 
to which he had referred, viz: when there was no 
President pro tem. and no Speaker of the House of 
tepresentatives—if the President and Vice Presi- 
dent should both die? In such a case, where 
would be the Government of the United Siates? 
These were important questions. He hoped, | 
therefore, this rule would go to a proper com- 
mittee for revision, and that such a course would 
be adopted as would ennble the Goverment to 
have always such an officer, and that the Gov- 
ernment would not be dissolved for want of a prop- 
er officer on whom the authority of the President 
and Vice President may devolve in case of emer- 
gency. He should, therefore, vote for this resolu- 
tion; and if nobody else did, he would then move 
that the 23d rule be referred to some committee. 
Mr. CALHOUN said the Senator from Alabama 
{Mr. Bacny| had given notice that he would move 
the reference of the rule; and he now submitted to 
all sides of the Senate whether, if there was a doubt 
respecting the interpretation of the rule, when it | Miami University, in the State of Ohio, praying 
had been interpreted in one way for more than half ) 
a century, it was proper thus to change the prac- 
tice? ‘This was bat the work of one day. Mr, | tions, may be admitted free of duties; which was 
Dauias would be there to-morrow, or a person |, referred to the Committee on Finance. 
would be appointed in his place, and was it worth 
while to consume an entire day in making such an |, phalet Grover, praying a pension on account of 
appointment? Would it not be more proper to | injuries received while discharging his duties as 
refer it to a committee? Leta committee examine — keeper of a light-house; which was referred to the 
it, and if the rale was wrong, let it be altered. He | Committee on Pensions. 
did not think there was much in the question, but 


The Journal of Thursday was then read and ap- 
proved, 


the 23d rule of the Senate to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, with instructions to inquire into the expe- 
diency of repealing it. 


the insertion of the words * or modify.” 
Mr. SEVIER accepted the amendment. 
After a brief explanatory conversation between 

Mr. WESTCOTT and Mi 

tion was agreed to 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM DEPARTMENTS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 

| Pablic Buildings, made agrecably to law, showing 
the manner in which the appropriations for the 
public buildings and grounds have been applied 


printed, 


Senate a report of the Secretary of State, made 


year 1846; which was laid upon the table. 
PETITIONS. 


tered, 

Mr. BAGBY repeated what he had heretofore 
said, that if this resolation were laid on the table, | the Committee on Public Lands. 
he would move to go into an election for President Mr. JARNAGIN submitted an additional doeu- 
pro tem.; and in pursuing that course he was not ., ment in relation to the claim of Pierre Choteau, jr. 
at all influenced by the practice heretofore pursued || and others; which, with their petition on the files 
in this body, for there were precedents both ways, || of the Senate, was referred to the Committee on 
and, indeed, almost every way. But the point Private Land Claims. 
which had strack him most was, that the organi- Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of the 


zation of this body had been incomplete, net only || heirs and legal representatives of William Dickey, 
for the despatch of business, but in consideration 


of the provision of the Constitution. There was, 
in other words, an important officer absent, in 
whom to invest executive functions in certain con- 
tingencies. Now, whether the Vice President be 
present or absent, was a matter that was not of 
much moment. But, if he were not here at his 
station, he was, to all intents and purposes, ab- 
sent. Beyond all doubt and controversy the Vice 
President was not now present, and the Constitu- 
tion provided that when the Vice President was 
not here to perform the duties of Vice President in 
this body, that then the Senate should choose their 
own President. There was great force in the ob- 
servations of the Senator from South Carolina. 
An inquiry into that-rule was proper; but in the 
mean time an appointment must be made from 
day to day in the absence of the Vice President, as | 
was the case in the absence of Mr. Southard; and 


an officer in the revolutionary war; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the petition of Rebecca Robosson, widow 
of a deceased revolutionary soldier, praying a pen- 
sion; which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Also, the petition of Jemima Duval, widow of a 
revolutionary officer, praying a pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of Pennsylvania, 
praying the adoption of measures for the speedy 


referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
Also, a petition of citizens of Philadelphia, pray- 


ated to aid in the construction of a railroad from 


: referred to the Committee on Publie Lands. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The Senate then proceeded to ballot for Presi- | 


Mr. SEVIER then renewed his motion to refer | 
Mr. BERRIEN snggested an amendment, by || 


r. BERRIEN, the mo- | 


ate a communication from the Commissioner of | 


during the year 1846; which was ordered to be | 
The PRESIDENT pro tem. also laid before the | 
agreeably to law, showing the number of clerks, | 


> . ' 
messengers, &c., employed im that department, | 
with their respective compensations during the | 


Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of the | 
that books and philosophical apparatus, imported | 
for the use of colleges and other literary institu | 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented the petition of Eli- | 


: Mr. ARCHER presented a petition of citizens | 
if there was a rational doubt, let the rale be al- | of Philadelphia, praying that no public lands may | 


hereafter be granted to States, except for purposes 
of internal improvements; which was referred to | 


deceased, praying compensation for his services as | 


termination of the war with Mexico; which were | 


Lake Michigan to the Pacific Ocean; which was | 


San.U, 


Also, a memorial from the Trustees of the Wea:. 
| ern University at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, Pray. 
ing that the duties now imposed by law on books 
and philosophical instruments imported for the yp 
of colleges, &c., may be abolished; which wan 
referred to the Committee on Finance. r 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the petition of Johy 
Morrison, a pensioner of the United States, | 
ing to be allowed arrears of pension; which 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the memorial of the administrator of Johy 
Patrich, deceased, praying indemnity for Freje) 
spoliations prior to 1800; which was referred to 
the select committee on that subject. 

Mr. WESTCOTT submitted documents in ye. 
lation to the removal of the Seminole Indians fron 

| the State of Florida: which were referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to \e 
printed. 

Mr. YULEE presented the memorial of John 
Tucker, praying compensation for his services as a 
volunteer in the Seminole war; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a memorial of certain citizens of Florida, 
praying compensation for their military services 
and for provisions furnished for the use of the Uyi- 
ted States troops during the Seminole war; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Af. 
fairs. 

| Mr. PHELPS presented the memorial of Sally 
Bass, daughter and heir of Charles Pasteur, de- 
| ceased, a surgeon in the revolutionary war, pray- 
\| ing compensation for his services and commutation 
pay; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. DIX presented the memorial of Aaron 
Leggett, praying the legislation of Congress in re- 
lation to his claims against the Government of 
Mexico; which was referred to the Committee on 
| Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BENTON submitted an additional docu- 
ment in relation to the claim of Sarah E. Grahan; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Also, a memorial of William M. Walker, and 
others, officers of the late Exploring Expedition, 
praying the appointment of a committee to inquire 
into the truth of certain statements contained in 
the narrative of that expedition by its commander, 
Charles Wilkes; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Library. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented a pe- 
| tition praying the purchase a the Government of 
| Morse’s electro-magnetic telegraph, and its estab- 
' lishment throughout the United States; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 
| Also, the memorial of the Faculty of the College 
| of St. James, Maryland, praying that books and 
philosophical instruments, imported for the use of 
colleges, &c., may be admitted free of duties; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, the petition of the heirs of Robert Sew- 
all, deceased, praying compensation for property 
| destroyed by the British in 1814; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, the memorials of the heirs of Thomas 
| W. Norman, deceased; of the Maryland Jnsu- 
rance Company of Baltimore; and of the Marine 
Insurance Company of Baltimore; praying indem- 
nity for French spoliations prior to 1800; which 
were severally referred to the select committegon 
that subject. 


PROSECUTION OF THE WAR. 


Mr. ALLEN submitted the following: 
Resolved, That with a view to a speedy and hon- 
| orable peace, the war with Mexico ought to be 
'| prosecuted with increased energy and expedition: 
|| And to that end— c 

Resolved, That additional regiments of volunteers 
ought immediately to be called into the field. 

Resolved, That a portion of the national domain 
ought to be set apart as an additional reward to the 
officers and soldiers who shal! have served in the 
war, and to the widows, heirs, and legal represent- 
atives of those who shall have lost their lives in 
the service. . 

Resolved, That the residue of the national domain, 
and the proceeds of the sales thereof, ought to be 
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ray. 
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ing that a portion of public land may be appropri- | pledged for the payment of the public debt, and 
} 


the interest thereon, which may be incurred in the 
|| prosecution of the war; the Government retaining, 
‘| as heretofore, the right to grant preémptions, grad- 
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yate the prices, and make the usual grants of such 
domain to particular States. ve 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
and the Committee on Finance be instructed to 
report bills appropriate to effect these objects. 


Several Senators: Let it lie on the table. 


The resolutions were laid on the table according- | 


iy: and on the motion of Mr. ALLEN, were order- | 
: | remarked; but it was unusual to name the day 


ed to be printed. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee on Pa- 
tents, reported a bill for the relief of Thomas Blanch- 


ard; which was read a first time. 
The following reports were also made: 


By Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee of | 
Claims: A bill for the relief of the widow of Wil- | 


liam B. Cheever, deceased. 


Also, from the same committee, an adverse re- | 
port on the petition of Harvey Wright, adminis- | 


trator of William Bunce. 


Also, from the same committee, asking to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the | 
memorial of Lloyd Stummer, and that it be refer- | 


red to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Military Affairs: House bill for the relief of W. 
Pp. 8. Sanger and George F. de la Roche, without 
amendment. 

Also, from the same committee, a bill for the 
relief of Thomas S. Brownell, accompanied by a 
report. 

By Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee of 
Claims: An adverse report on the claim of James 
Leander Cathcart. 


Also, from the same committee, a bill for the | 
relief of Alexander Watson, accompanied by a | 


report. 


Also, from the same committee, a bill for the |, 
relief of Susan E, Gordon, accompanied by a re- | 


port. 


By Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Fi- | 
nance: A bill authorizing the payment of interest | 
upon the advances made by the State of Alabama, 


for the use of the United States Government, in the 
suppression of Creek Indian hostilities in 1836-7, 
in Alabama, with an amendment. 


INCREASE OF ARMY-~—LIEUT. GENERAL. 


BENJAMIN B. Frencu, Esq., Clerk of the House | 
of Representatives, delivered to the Senate the bill | 


to authorize the raising of additional regiments for 
e limited period, and for other purposes; and it 
was read twice by its tide, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, reported two bills, as follows: 

A bill to provide for an additional military force, 
and for other purposes; and 

A bill to appoint a lieutenant general to com- 
mand the military forces of the United States 
during the war with Mexico. 

He moved that these bills be printed, and made 
the order of the day for to-morrow. 

The Secretary read the bills a first time. 

The PRESIDENT then stated the question to 
be on making these bills the special order for to- 
morrow. 

Several Senators: Oh, no, it is too soon. 

Mr. DIX urged the necessity of prompt action 
upon these bills, and reminded Senators that more 
than one-third of the session was gone already. 

Mr. REVERDY JOHNSON suggested to the 
Senator from New York the propriety of fixing 
Thursday, instead of Tuesday. 

Mr. DIX reiterated, that it was very desirable 
the bills should be taken up and acted upon imme- 
diately; he had therefore named to-morrow as the 


earliest possible day; and would still prefer that 


day, unless it was the desire of the Senate to name 
another. 

_Mr. SEVIER inquired if the bill reported was 
like the bill which had just been received from the 
House of Representatives. 


Mr. DIX replied, that there were some differ- 


ences. He had, however, not carefully examined 


the bill from the House of Representatives; but 


i} 
1} 
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saw not how this could be accomplished by to-mor- 
row. Besides, it could make but little difference 
whether Tuesday or Thursday were named, as he 
| presumed it would be voted upon during the week 
In any case. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said, it was important, 
doubtless, that there should be speedy action on 
these bills, as the Senator from New York had 


immediately succeeding that on which the bills 


| were reported. By Thursday the Committee on 
ee Affairs will have had before them the 
| House 
| 


vill on the same subject, and will have con- 
sidered its provisions. 

Mr. DIX supposed the committee would be 
ready to report on that bill by Wednesday. 

Several Senators: Well, say Wednesday, then. 

Mr. DIX. Wednesday has been named, and 
[ accept the suggestion. 

The PRESIDENT rose to put the question on 
making the bills the special order for Wednesday; 
when, 4 

Mr. MANGUM interposed, and said they had 


not been read a second time, and no disposition 


| could be made of them until they had been read. 


By Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Comnnittee on || 


The PRESIDENT assented, and added, The 


jected to. 

Mr. MANGUM. I object. 

After a short pause, Mr. M. withdrew his ob- 
jection, and the bills were read a second time. 


} 


j 
| 


the special order for Wednesday. 

Mr. BADGER inquired if the Senator from 
New York intended to make them both the order 
of the day for Wednesday. 

Mr. DIX replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. BADGER suggested the propriety of sep- 
arating them. He saw no reason why they should 
|| go together. 

Mr. SEVIER briefly explained the features of 
the bill which had recently come from the House, 
and remarked that he supposed on that every Sen- 
ator would be prepared to vote at any time. He 
| hoped, therefore, the Senator from New York 
' would adhere to his original motion, and make 
| them the special orders for to-morrow. 

Several Senators: **Oh! no, no, no.”’ 

Mr. SEVIER. Well, Wednesday, then. 

The PRESIDENT again rose to put the ques- 
|| tion on the motion to make the bills the special 
| order. f 

| Mr. MANGUM ealled for the question to be 


} 
j 
j 


put first on the longest day. 

The PRESIDENT accordingly put the question 
|| on fixing ‘Thursday as the day, and it was agreed 
|, to—31 in the affirmative, and 17 in the negative. 
|| So the bills were made the special order for 
| Thursday. 


‘ On motion of Mr. PHELPS, it was 


| of the mining region of Lake Superior, projected 


|| off, and, with the accompanying report, be fur- 
|| nished for the use of the Senate; and that the bu- 
| reau having in charge the mineral lands cause to 
| be placed upon said map all further locations made 


|, by the Department. 
|| On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, the Senate 


|| proceeded to the consideration of Executive busi- | 


|| ness, and, after a short time spent therein, 
Adjourned. 
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| The Journal of Saturday was read in part, and 
| its further reading was dispensed with. 





) 
Mr. WOOD moved to correct it. He had credit | 


| 

|| 

(he said) for one vote he did not give, but none for 
the one he did give. With regard to the former, as 

far as it limits the patronage of the Executive, he 

had no objection, and should not move to disturb 





he believed their substantial provisions were the || it; but as regards the latter, he would ask the 


same, 


Mr. H. JOHNSON suggested Thursday instead 


of Tuesday, for the reason that the bill would not |) 
be printed by to-morrow —. If it was to | 
e 


be taken up it was desirable that the Senate should 


know exactly what its provisions were; but he ' he moved to correct the Journal. The name of 


Clerk to correct it. He voted in the affirmative on 
| Mr. Tuompson’s amendment authorizing the ap- 
intment of a lieutenant general. 

Mr. GROVER stated that, at the request of Mr. 
| Bainxernorr, who was absent from indisposition, 


| bills will now be read a second time, unless ob- | 


|" The question then recurred on making the bills | 


Resolved, That three thousand copies of the man 


| by A. B. Gray, and now being engraved for the | 
| House of Representatives, be ordered to be struck | 


during the past year under authority of the Secre- | 
|| tary of War, and which may have been reported 






Mr. B. is recorded as voting for the amendment 
creating a lieutenant general, to the bill to raise for 
a limited time an additional military force, &c. 
Mr. Grover said that Mr. B. was confined to his 
room on Saturday last by indisposition, and conse- 
quently did not vote at all. 

The Journal, having been ordered to be corrected 
accordingly, was a »proved, 

Mr. BEDINGER asked leave to make a per- 
sonal explanation. Leave having been given, Mr. 
B. said: I perceive that the meaning which I 
wished to convey by a portion of the remarks 
which | made some days since has been miscon- 
ceived. The gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Grover,] who addressed the conunittee the day 
after I spoke, said: 

“The gentleman from Virginia who addressed the House 
yesterday, [Mr. Bepixncer,}] who spoke about the North 
constantly lecturing them at the South, very feelingly aliu- 
ded to the ‘deformity’ which they bore upon them. Ina 
manner that had in it a touching pathos, that honorable gen- 
Ueman spoke of the ‘unhappy misfortune’ with which 
‘nature had cursed’ them,”’ &c., Ke. 

I think it very probable, sir, that the tenor of the 
remarks which | then made (for I was not very 
calm at the time) was calculated to impress the 
gentleman from New York, and others whe heard 
me, with the idea that I regarded the institution of 

' slavery as a misfortune and a curse; and it is that 
impression which [ wish now to correct. The 
meaning which I designed to convey when I ad- 
dressed the committee was, that I could not love 
any one who should be constantly taunting me 
with what he or she might choose to consider a 
misfortune or a deformity. And I desire now to 
state distinctly that I do not regard the institution 
of slavery, as it exists in the southern States of 
this Union, as a misfortune, a, deformity, or a 
curse, 

Mr. BURT asked leave to make a personal ex- 
planation. Leave having been given, Mr. B. said: 
I desire the leave of the House to do an act of jus- 
tice to the honorable gentleman from Mississippi, 
[Mr. Jacon Tuompson.] I can hardly imagine 
a state of circumstances that would induce me to 
ask such indulgeace on my own account. That 
centleman had, ina friendly and kind way, brought 
to his attention the report of his remarks on Satur- 
day, as calculated to do him (Mr. T.) injustice. 
[The following is the portion of the report referred 
to: ** He (Mr. B.) knew of no others, and must 
‘be pardoned if he did not ag: the reasons as- 
‘signed by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Fick- 
‘uin,] taken from the miserable serib lings of a 
‘newspaper; or those of the gentleman from Mis- 
‘ sissippi, [Mr. J. Tnomprson,] taken perhaps from 

‘a baser sourcee—common rumor.’’] He (Mr. B.) 

said that, in speaking of the correspondenw of 

newspapers ish amesned rumor, he meant to say— 
| as he thought his language imported—that infor- 
mation from such sources ought not to influence 
the proceedings of the House, or the judgment of 
gentlemen. He characterized common rumor as 

‘* base,’’ because it was usually the vehicle of cal- 

umny, and not of truth. Hedid not reflect—as he 
| was sure the House did not understand him to 

_ reflect—on the gentleman from Mississippi, or the 
gentleman from Illinois; or to impute to the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi the purpose to depreciate 

the gallant Taylor, in order to supersede him by 
another. 

Mr. HARALSON having obtained leave to 
make a personal explanation, corrected an error in 
the report of his remarks on Saturday last. He 
was represented as having said that there were 
sixteen thousand troops under General Taylor at 
Monterey. He, of course, said six thousand. 
There were some instances in the report in which 
his meaning was somewhat obsure; but he would 
not trouble the House with any particular refer- 
ences to them, as he would take another opportu- 


| nity of correcting them. 


INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 


| "The question pending when the House adjourn- 
| ed on Saturday last was on the passage of the bill 
|| to raise for a limited time an additional military 
|| force, and for other purposes, on which the yeas 
|| and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BOYD inquired of the Chair whether it 
| would be in order to reconsider all the votes which 
| had been passed on Satarday, adopting the amend- 
| ments to the bill for meee ten regiments, or 
whether there was any mode by which an amend- 

\ ment could now be made to the bill? What he 
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wished was, if possible, to get the bill amended so 
as to confine the term of enlistment of the force 
raised by the bill to the duration of the existing 
war, so that the troops and officers should be dis- 
banded at its close. 

The CHAIR decided that a second to the pre- 
vious question could not be reconsidered unless by 
unanimous consent of the House; and the same 
unanimous consent could adopt the gentleman’s 
amendment. 

A long desultory conversation on points of order 


ensued, in which Messrs. BOYD, ASHMUN, , 


RATHBUN, PRESTON KING, COBB, COL- 
LAMER, THURMAN, and CARROLL, took 
muri, the CHAIR re ying to various questions 
iypothetically put to hiee in advance, 

The result was an agreement that the House 
should first proceed to take the pending question 
on the passage of the bill, 


The question was then taken on the passage of 


the bill by yeas and nays, as follows: 


YEAS-—Messra. Stephen Adams, Arnold, Atkinson, Bar- | 


ringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, James Black, James A. Black, 
Blanchard, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Broekenbrough, Brod- 
head, Milton Brown, William G. Brown, Buffington, Burt, 
Win. W. Campbell, John H. Cam Mell, Catheart, John G. 
Chapman, Augustus A, ¢ ‘hapman, I enben Chapman, Chase, 
Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Collin, Constable, Cottrell, 
Crozicr, Cullom, Cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan, 
Garrett Davis, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Dockery, Doug- 
lass, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, Edwin H. Ewing, 
Faran, Ficklin, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Gentry, Giles. G rdon, 
Graham, Grider, Grover. Haralson, Harmanson, Hastings, 
Henley, Hilliard, Ixane EB. Hotes, Hopkins, Hough, John 
W. Houston, G. 8. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hunger- 
ford, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jen- 
kins, James H. Johnson. Joseph Johnson, Andrew Joiinson,. 
George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kaufman, Kennedy, T. 
Butler King, Lawrence, Leake, Leffler, Leib, La Sere, 
Levin, Ligon, Long, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClean, MeCiel- 
land, MeClernand, McCrate, McDanicl, James McDowell, 
McHenry, McKay, John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Miller, 
Morris, Morse, Moulton, Niven, Norris, Owen, Parrish, 
Payne, Pendleton, Perril}. Perry, Phelps, Pillsbury, Pollock, 
Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, John A. Rockwell, Rus- 
sell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Seddon, Leon. H. Sims, 
Simpson, Thos. Smith, Robt. Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, 
St. John, Strong, Thibodaux, Thomasson, James Thomp- 
son, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, Towns, ‘Tred 
way, Trumbo, Wentworth, Wick, Williams, Wood, Wood- 
ward, Woodworth, Young, and Yost—i65. : 
NAYS—Mesars. Abbott, Ashmun, Benton, Carroll, Cotla- 
mer, Cranston, Culver, Delano, John H. Ewing, Foot, Gid- 
dings, Grinnell, Hale, Hamlin, Elias B. Holmes, Samuel D. 
Hubbifd, Hudson, Washington Huot, Jas. B. Hunt, Daniel 
P. King, Preston King, Lewis, McGaughey, Melivaine, 
Marsh, Moseley, Rathbun, Ripley, Julius Rockwell, Root, 
Runk, Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert Sinith, 
C. B. Smith, Strohm, Benjamin Thompson, Tilden, Vance, 
Vinton, Wheaton, White, Winthrop, and Woodrutf—45. 


So the bill was passed. 


Mr. BOYD moved to reconsider the vote on the 
passage of the bill, on which he moved the previ- 
aus question; which was seconded, and the main 
question ordered to be put, viz: Will the House 
reconsider the vote on the passage of the bill? The , 
yeas and nays were as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Arnold, Barringer, | 
Beil, Benton, James Black. Blanchard, Bowlin, Boyd, Milton 
Brown, Buffington, Burt, William W. Campbell, John H. 
Campbell, Carroll, Catheart, J. G. Chapman, Reuben Chap- 
man, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Collamer, Constable, Cranston, 
Crozier, Cullom, Cummins, Daniel, Garrett Davis, De Mott, 
Dillingham, Dobbin, Dockery, Douglass, Dunlap, Edsall, 
Ellsworth, Erdman, J. H. Ewing, Edwin H, Ewing, Faran, 
Fieklin, Foot, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Gentry, Giles, Gordon, 
Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Grover, Hamlin, Harper, Hoge, 
Blias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, G. 8. Houston, Samu} 
D. Hubbard, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Andrew Johnson, 
fseorge W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kaufinan, Daniel P. King, 
Preston King, Thomas Butler King, Lawrence, Leffler, 
Leib, Levin, Lewis, Long, MeClernand, Jos. J. McDowell, 


James McDowell, McH ‘ary, McKay, Marsh, J. P. Martin, | 
Rarkley Martin, Miller, Morris, Moseley, Payne, Pendleton, || 


Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Pillsbury, Pollock, Rainsey, Rathbun, 
Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Ripley, Ritter, Roberts, Julius Rockwell, 
John A, Rockwell, Runk, Sawyer, Seaman, Severance, | 
Leonard H, Sims, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Robert 
Sinith, Stanton, Starkweather, Stephens, Stewart, St. John, | 
Strohor, Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, James Thomp- | 
san, Jacob Thompson, Tilden, Toombs, Towns, Tredway 
‘Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, Wheaton, Whit». ' 
Winthrop, Wood, Woodruff, Young, and Yost—137. a 
NAYS—Messrs. Ashmun. Atkinson, Bayly, Bedinger, J. | 
A. Black, Bowdon, Brockenbrough, Brodhead, A. A. Chap- 
man, Chipman, Cottrell, Culver, Cunningham, Giddings 
Haralson, Harmanson, Hastings, Henley, Isaac B. Holmes. 
Hopkins, Hough, BE. W. Hubard, Hunter, Charies J. Inger- 
soll, Joseph R, Ingersoll, Jenkins, Jos, Johnson, Kennedy 
Leake, La Sere, Ligon, Lum bkin, McClean, McCrate, Me. 
Daniel, Melivaine, Morse, Niven, Norris, Cwen, Parrish, 
Perrill, Root, Sawtelle, Seammon, Seddon, Sinipson, Thos. 
Smith, Strong, Thurman, Tibbatts, Williams, Woodward 
and Woodworth—55. . 


So the motion to reconsider prevailed. 


Mr. BOYD now moved to Feconsider the vote | 


by which the bill was ordered to be engrossed and | 
read a third time. 


at the close of the war with Mexico. 
' 


The previous question having been demanded 
and seconded, the main question was ordered to be 
put, and decided in the affirmative. 

So the vote ordering the bill to be engrossed was 
reconsidered. 

Mr. BOYD then moved to amend the bill by 
striking out all thereof, and substituting therefor 
the following: 


A BILI, to raise for a limited time an additional military 
force, and for other purposes. 

Beit enactel, &c., That in addition to the present military 
establishment of the United States, there shall be raised and 
organized, under the direction of the President, for and 
during the war with Mexico, one regiment of dragoons and | 
nine regiments of infantry, each to be coniposed of the same 
number and rank of commissioned officers, non-commis- | 
sioned officers, buglers, musicians, privates, &e., as are 
provided for a regiment of dragoons and infantry respectively | 
under existing Jaws, and who shall reeeive the same pay, 
rations, and allowances, according to theirrespective grades 
and be subject to the same regulations, and to the rules and 
articles of war: Provided, That it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States, in the recess of the Senate, 
to appoint such of the commissioned officers authorized by 
this act as may not be appointed during the present session, 
which appointments shall be submitted to the Senate at 
their next session for their advice and consent. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, during the con- 
tinuance of the war with Mexico, the term of enlistment of 
the men to be recruited for the regiments authorized by this 
act, shall be during the war with Mexico, unless sooner dis- 
charged. ‘ 

Sec. 3. And he it further enacted, That the President of | 
the United States be and he is hereby authorized, by and | 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, to appoint one | 
additional major to each of the regiments of dragoons, artil- 
lery, infantry, and riflemen, in the army of the United 
States, who shall be taken from the captains of the army. 

Sec. 4. And he it further enactel, That to each of the 
regiments of dragoons, artillery, infantry, and riflemen,there | 
shall be allowed a regimental quartermaster, to be taken from 
the subalterns of the line, who shall be allowed ten dollars | 
additional pay per month, and forage for two horses, 

Ske. 5. And be it further enacted, That the said officers, 


mu-icians, and privates, authorized by this act, shall imme- | 


diately be discharged from the service of the United States 


Mr. BOYD moved the previous question; which 
was seconded, and the main question ordered to | 
be put, viz: Will the House agree to the amend- 
ment? and it was decided in the affirmative. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the passage of | 


{| 


i| 





the bill as amended; on which the previous ques- 
tion was called and seconded, and the main ques- 
tion ordered to be put, viz: Shall the bill pass as 


| amended ? 


On the passage of the bill the yeas and nays | 
were ordered and taken, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Arnold, At- 
kinson, Barringer,. Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, Benton, James 
Black, James A. Black. Blanchard, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, 
Brockenbrough, Brodhead, Milton Brown, Wm. G. Brown, 
Buffintton, William W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Car- 
roll, Catheart, John G. Chapman, Augustus A.. Chapman, 
Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, 
Collin, Constable, Cottretl, Crozier, Cullom, Cummins, Crn- 
ningham, Daniel, Dargan, Garrett Davis, De Mott, Dilling- 
ham, Dobbin, Dockery, Douglass, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth 
Erdman, Edwin H. Ewing, Faran, Ficktin, Foster, Fries, 
Garvin, Gentry, Giles, Gordon, Graham, Grider, Grover. 
Hamlin, Hampton. Haralson, Harmanson, Harper, Hastings. 
Henley, Hilliard, Hoge, Isanc E. Holmes, Hopkins, Hough. 
John W. Houston, George 8. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard 
Hungerford, James RB. Hunt, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll 


| Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James Hi. Johnson, Joseph 


Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Seahorn Jones, 
Kaufman, Kennedy, Preston King, Thomas Butler King. 
Lawrence, Leake, Leffler, Leib, La Sere, Levin, Ligon, 
Long, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClean. McClelland, McCter. 
nand, McCrate, MeDaniet, Joseph J. McDowell, James Mc- 
Dowell, MeHenrv, McKay, John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, 
Miller, Morris, Moulton, Niven, Norris, Owen, Parrish, 
Payne. Pendleton, Perrill, Perry, Pettit, Phelps. Pillsbury, 
Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Rob- 
erts, John A, Rockwell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Leon- 
ard H. Sims, Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, 
Stanton, Starkweather, Stephens, St. John, Strohm, Strong, 
‘Thibodaux, Thomasson, Jas. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Thurman, Tibbatts, Toombs, Towns, Tredway, Trumbo, 
Wentworth, Wheaton, Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Wood, 
Woodward, Woodworth, Young, and Yost—171, 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Collamer, Cranston, 
Culver. Delano, John H. Ewing. Foot, Giddings, Grinnell, 
Hale, Elins B. Holmes, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Wash- 
ington Hunt, Danicl P. King, Lewis, McGaughey, Mefi- 
vaine, Marsh, Moseley, Ripley, Julius Rockwell, Root, Sea- 
man, Severance, Truman Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Benjamin 
Thompson, Tilden, Vance, Vinton, White, Winthrop, and 
Woodruff—34. 

So the bill was passed. 


TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT IN OREGON. 


_ The SPEAKER announced the next business 
in order to be the bill to establish the Territorial 
Government of Oregon, which had been made the 


- 


special order for this day. 
fler some conversation on a point of order 


between Mr, JACOB THOMPSON and the 


' SPEAKER, 
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The House, on motion of Mr. DOUGLAss 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole om 
the state of the Union, Mr. Hopkins, of Virginia 
in the chair, and proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill to establish the Territorial Government of 
Oregon. 

The bill having been read through, was taken 
up by sections, 

Mr JAMES THOMPSON said: Mr. Chairman 
I rise to make an inquiry of the honorable gentle. 
men who reported this bill. It will be recollected 
that at the last session of this Congress, I had the 
honor to offer to the bill for the organization of the 
Territory of Oregon an amendment io provide 
against the introduction of slavery into said Terri. 
tory. I desire to know what provision this bill 
contains on that subject: whether it contains the 
amendment then offered? If not, I desire to renew 
the amendment. 

Mr. DOUGLASS replied by reading the twelfth 
section of the bill, which extends the provisions of 
the ordinance of 1787 to the Oregon Territory, and 


| said he presumed the gentleman would find slavery 


expressly prohibited by that ordinance. 
Mr. THOMPSON said he knew this to be so, 


_ If that ordinance was, as he had no doubt it was, 


in force at this time, he would reflect on the sub. 
ject until the section came before the committee, 

Mr. DOUGLASS, in reply, read the following 
portion of the twelfth section of the bill, which, he 
thought, would fully satisfy the gentleman’s jn- 
quiry, viz: 

“ Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the inhabitants 
of said territory shall be entitled to enjoy all and singular the 
rights, privileges, and advantages granted and secured to the 


people of the territory of the United States northwest of the 
Ohio river, by the articles of compact contained in the ordi- 


| hance for the government of said territory, on the thirteenth 


day of July, seventeen hundred and eighty-seven ; and shall 
be subject to all the conditions, and restrictions, and prohi- 
bitions in said articles of compact imposed upon the people 


| of said territory.” 


The second and third sections were passed over 
without amendment. 


The fourth section having been read, 

Mr. RATHBUN moved to amend the same, by 
striking out the following words: 

“ The number of representatives (to the Territorial Legis- 
lature) may be increased by the Legislative Assembly from 


time to time, in proportion to the increase of population: 
Provided, That the whole shall never exceed 39.”? 


Which motion was negatived. 


- The fifth section was then read, as follows: 


“Sec. 5. Andbe it further enacted, That every free white 
male inhabitant above the age of twenty-one years, who 
shall have heen a resident of said territory atthe time of the 
passage of this act, shall be entitled to vote at the first elee 
tion, and shall be eligible to any office within the said terri- 
tory; but the qualifications of voters and of holding office, 
at all subsequent elections, shall be such as shall be pre- 
scribed by the Legistative Assembly: Provided, Thai the right 
of suffrage and of holding office shall be exercised only by 
citizens of the United States, and those who shall have de- 
clared, on oath, their intention to become sueh, ard shall 
have taken an oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States and the provisions of this act.” 


Mr. W. W. CAMPBELL moved to amend it, 
by adding, between the words “ the age of twen- 
ty-one years’’ and the words “who shall have 
been,”’ &c., the words “ who is a citizen of the 
United States.”’ 

Mr. C. observed, that as the bill stood at pres- 
ent, every free white male inhabiting the Terri- 
tory, whether Jew or Gentile, Englishman or 
American, had the right of suffrage, and this pro- 
vision would remain in force so long as Oregon 
should remain under a territorial form of gov- 
ernment. However proper it might be that States 
should enjoy the right of determining on the quali- 
fications of its own voters, he held that, when 
Congress was legislating for a territory of its own, 
it should take care that the right. of suffrage 
should be exercised in a manner conformable to 
the principles of the Constitution. Should the bill 
remain in its present shape, what would there be 
to prevent the President of the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany himself, or any member of that company, 
from becoming a member of the Legislature of 
Oregon? We had long been struggling to rescue 
this territory from under British dominion; surely 
we ought not now to adopt a course which might 
practically throw it back under that dominion in a 
different form. Were gentlemen red to allow 
to any and every member of the udson Bay 
Company on - north ~ of om eee ne 
the t of suffrage in choosi ature 
at Adele territory? ‘Were they willing to see 
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| 
aliens of this description taking their seats in such i} 
a Legislature, to make laws to bind American citi- 
gens? He hoped not; and he should therefore 
move to amend the bill, so as to require both those 
voting and those voted for to be American citizens. 
The bill, to be sure, required that voters should 
have taken an oath of allegiance to the United 
States; but this they were all bound to observe 
whether they took an oath or not. They were 
also to have made previous oath of naturalization; 
but this oath did not, in the meantime, release 
them from allegiance to a foreign government, and 
there would be nothing to prevent a British alien | 
from walking in and taking his seat in this Ameri- || 
can Territorial Legislature. He hoped, now we | 
had at length got peaceable possession of Oregon, 
that we should do what we could to Americanize it. 

Mr. DOUGLASS, in reply, stated that this part | 
of the bill was only in conformity to the known 
state of the population in that country at this time. 
It was known to gentlemen that these people had 
met and formed a sort of temporary constitution 
for themselves; and, under that constitution,- some 
of the persons now exercising authority there b 
the choice of the people, were not legally Ameri- 
can citizens, but were, in all cases, persons friendly 
to the American Government, and desirous of the 
extension of our laws over them. The reason 
why, though entertaining these feelings, they had, 
nevertheless, not actually become American citi- 
zens, Was, that they never had had an opportunity, 
there being in the territory no courts of record, or 
other legal authority, before whom the necessary 
oaths could be taken. 

Mr. LEVIN was understood to inquire whether | 
these oaths could not have been taken before any 
magistrate? | 

Mr. DOUGLASS replied that the bill provided || 
for the establishment of courts of justice and the 
appointment of judges and justices of the peace, | 
and it allowed that all who had taken the oath of || 
allegiance, and made oath to the purpose of be- | 
coming naturalized, might vote for members of the 
Legislature. So that, even at the first election, they | 
could not vote without this qualification. Nor did | 
it follow that even then they could vote perma- | 
nently, unless the Legislature so provided. And | 
if the people knew a man to be an alien, and did | 
not wish him to serve, they would make such a 
provision. He thought that a man who had been | 
an inhabitant of the territory from the very be- | 
ginning, and who had always been friendly to our |, 
cause, if he was willing to take the oaths prescribed |, 
in the bill, ought in fairness to be allowed to have || 
avote. He hoped the amendment moved by the | 
gentleman from New York would not prasedh 

Mr. FICKLIN suggested that the oaths taken || 
should be in conformity with the law of the United | 
States now in force, or to be in force, on the sub- || 
ject of naturalization. I} 

Mr. DOUGLASS said he had no objection to | 
adopt that as a modification of the bill. i 

r. VINTON expressed his concurrence in the 
views advanced by the gentleman from New York 
{Mr. Camppexr] as to the propriety of requiring | 
that all voters should be citizens of the United 
States; but was wholly opposed to surrendering to | 
the Territorial Legislature the right of prescribing, | 
permanently, the qualifications of voters. It was | 
allowing a Legislature, that was a mere agent of . 
Congress, virtually to repeal the organic law, or. 
constitution, prescribed by Congress for the Terri- 


tory. 

The question on agreeing to this amendment was 
taken by tellers, who reported, for the amendment | 
65, against it 55. ti 

So the amendment was agreed to. {| 

Mr. VINTON moved further to amend the fifth | 
section, by striking out the words “ the first elec- | 
tion,” and inserting in lieu thereof the words “ all | 
elections.” 

Mr. V. also moved to amend the fifth section, by | 
striking out the words ‘ but the qualifications of | 
voters and of holding office, at all subsequent elec- | 
tions, shall be such as shall be prescribed by the | 
Legislative Assembly.” 

Mr. V. contended that the House should pre- | 
scribe to this Territory a provision in regard to — 
qualifications of electors which should be its or- | 
ganic law, to be changed by Congress only. The | 
officers to be chosen were paid out of the treasury | 
of the United States, which was an additional rea- | 


nent provision. 


| of the boundary treaty with Great Britain should 


| 

j 

j 

. } 

_and one voice to demand a remedy. 
} 

; 


| (Mr. Taurman,] for whose opinions h 


| re t. 
son why Congress only should make the perma- 


On this amendment a debate of rather a desul- 
tory character arose, which occupied the committee | 


till the ordinary hour of adjournment, and is not 
| yet finished, 


Mr. THURMAN advocated the amendments 
proposed by his colleague, but thought that @ pro- 
vision should be added, permitting all those who 
had been inhabitants of the Territory at the time | 


be at once declared citizens of the United States, | 


‘and allowed to vote at the first election. 


Mr, McCLERNAND and Mr. STANTON op- | 
posed this view. 

Mr. LEVIN said the gentleman from Ohio cer- | 
tainly had a precedent for his amendment, under | 
that clause of the Constitution which naturalized 
all foreigners who were in the country at the ume 
of its adoption. No one will pretend, however, 
that the privilege proposed to be granted can be 


| derived from that generous clause of universal adop- 
| ton contained in the Constitution, and limited to 


its own birthday. On the contrary, this clause 


| itself draws a broad line of demarcation between 
| the native and the alien. 
| vaded by the admission of “aliens 


If that line is to be in- 
> to the exer- 
cise of rights which belong only to citizens of the 
United States, it is a gross wrong—a gross abuse 
which we are bound to correct before it cats into | 
the vitals of our organic Jaws. The practice which 


has obtained in the States of permitting aliens to 
vote for President and Vice President of the Uni- 
| ted States, is coeval with the other corruptions that || 
| have polluted the ballot-box, and threaten the over- || 
| throw of our republican system. 


Was it not the 
intention of the Constitution that the law-makers | 


| of the United States should be Americans? Or was | 


it the intention of the Constitution that * aliens”’ 
should be the law-makers of Americans? This 


as it brought us directly to the point at issue. He | 
contended that respect for the Constitution was | 
rapidly passing away; that love for foreigners was | 
rapidly absorbing our love for our own American 
brethren; and love for foreign territory rapidly 
swallowing up all love —— native land. 

No government ever frame 


its organic structure | 
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failed to change his opinion upon the constitutional 
question involved. 

The gentleman from Ohio, in citing the cases of 
the admission of the inhabitants of Louisiana, 
Florida, and Texas, to citizenship, by the mere act 


| of annexing those Territories to the United States, 


as authority in support of what seems to be the 
opinion he has expressed in favor of the constitu- 
tional power of Congress to establish a special rule 
of naturalization for the alien inhabitants of Oregon, 
has opened a very nice and difficult question—one 
which he (Mr. McC.) would not of course pursue 
at length, and at present. He would say, how- 
ever, upon the question of the legal effect of the. 
annexation of a foreign country upon the rights of 
citizenship in that country, under the Constitution, 
that many eminent statesmen had differed. Some 


| had held that as the Censtitution pointed out spe- 


cifically the way to naturalize foreigners, no other 
way could be constitutionally made available for 
the purpose—upon the principle of expressio wnius, 
est exclusio alterius. Upon this ground, the idea of 
admitting the inhabitants of Texas to citizenship 
by virtue of the act of annexation had been com- 
batted by not a few. 

Mr. McC, believed these cases to be entirely 
different from the proposition before the commit- 
tee. He believed that a treaty, as in the cases of 


', Louisiana and Florida, or a compact, as in the case 


| of Texas, might, ipso facto, by the transfer of ter- 
| ritory, transfer the allegiance of the inhabitants of 


the territory, conferring upon them the rights of 
citizenship. He might go farther, and advance 


| what he had not before heard advanced: that where 
| one government, by its own act, in the form of a 
| treaty or otherwise, distinctly absolved its sub- 
| jects or citizens from their allegiance, this Govern- 


_ was the fairest mode in which to test the question, || 


ment, in virtue of such consent, might at once in- 
corporate them as citizens of the United States; 
but that in all cases where such previous allegiance 
had not been released by the act of the foreign 


|| government, it became necessary to incorporate 


them as citizens in pursuance of that clause of the 


| Constitution which provides that ** Congress shall 


with a view to the ascendency, or even equality, of || 


foreigners; but this bill proposed to give an ascend- 

ency to ‘‘aliens.’? Whatever might be the opinion 

of gentlemen as to the rights of the States, no ques- | 
tion could be entertained as to the controlling au- | 
thority of the Federal Government over the whole | 
range of the subject as it applies to territories. | 
That power had been delegated to the United States. | 
The fact that * aliens’? now vote in some of the 
States, shows at least that a gross omission exists | 
somewhere, and furnishes a cogent and irresistible | 
argument in favor of the reform now advocated by 
the Native American party. He was rejoiced to | 
see that the American people were awakening to a 

sense of the perils that surround American insti- | 
tutions. The Aldermen of the city of New York | 
had lately addressed a memorial to Congress on 
the subject of immigration, asking for some remedy | 
that shall arrest this great and growing evil. But, | 


| while they were endeavoring to check the evil on | 


our Atlantic coast, gentlemen seemed disposed to | 
relax principles, and open a floodgate in the West. | 
They are shadowing forth their future policy; and | 
what American was willing to obtain territory on 
terms like these? It was evident we had reached 
a crisis which threatened the most disastrous con- | 
sequences, unless the country arose with one heart 


The question on the amendment was then put 
viva voce, and it was negatived. 

Tellers were demanded, and being ordered, the | 
result was as follows: 65 in the affirmative, and 55 | 
in the negative. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. VINTON moved that the section be further 
amended, by striking out the words “the first 
election,’’ and insert the words “all elections.” 
Also, by striking out the words ‘‘ but the qualifi- 
cations of voters and of holding office at all subse- 
quent elections shall be such as shall be prescribed 
by the ee Assembly.” 

Mr. McCLERNAND said, he had not expected 
to have been drawn into the debate by venturing 
the tion he had to his friend Ohio, 

T da high 
He would say, however, that the views 








which had been presented by his friend, in answer 
to the suggestion he (Mr. 


eC.) had ‘made, had 


ie 


|, have power to establish a uniform rule of naturali- 


zation.”’ 
Mr. McC. said he would not affirm the correctness 


of this view, but he threw it out for consideration. 


| 
! 


|} 


| 
i 
! 


i 
| 


| 





He would not undertake to say that Congress 
could not at once, by a declaratory act, admit all 
the inhabitants of Oregon to the rights of citizen- 
ship. He would not deny this, whilst he did not 
affirm it. He would only say, that if Congress 
proceeded at all to establish a “‘ rule’’ for the natu- 
ralization of aliens in Oregon, it must not be a par- 
tial or special, but a ‘‘ uniform rule,’’ in the sense 
of the Constitution. The rule must be conformed 
to the general rule in force, or the latter to the one 
proposed, or some other “ uniform rule’’ must be 
adopted. 

Afier a few remarks by Messrs. THURMAN, 
CARROLL, BOWLIN, and VINTON, 

Mr. ROOT obtained the floor, and on his mo- 
tion the committee rose and reported. 


APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. McKAY, from the Committee on Ways 
and Means, reported bills of the following titles: 

A bill making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the year 
ending June 30, 1848, and for other purposes. 

A bill authorizing the issue of Treasury notes, 
or a loan, and for other purposes. 

This bill authorizes the President to issue such 
amount of Treasury notes as the exigencies of the 


| Government may require, not exceeding in the 


whole amount of notes issued $23,000,000, and 
no note be issued of a less denomination than 
fifty dollars; or to create a loan for the above sui 
at his option. 

These several bills were committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Then the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, January 12, 1847. 
On motion of Mr. MANGUM, the reading of 
the Journal was dispensed with. 
DEATH OF JUDGE PENNYBACKER. 


Mr. ARCHER then rose and addressed the 
Senate as follows; , 
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Only a few dove, Mr. President, have passed be read by the Clerk, for the adoption of the | 


over us, since we witnessed the spectacle of this 


Chamber clothed with the deepest expression of || 


mourning for the loss of one of our most honored 
vod beloved associates. It was no ordinary en- 
hancement, Mr. President, of that afflicting be- 
reavement that the subject of it was in the prime 
and vigor of manhood, blessed ordinarily with the 
hiehest condition of health, and giving the promise 
of the maturest and the fullest career of usefulness, 
and happiness, and honor. Sir, it was my desire 
on that occasion to have mingled a feeble expres- 
sion of my regret with the honored lament which 
burst out from every corner of this Chamber. 
The subject of this bereavement was reckoned in 
the number of the very dearest of my friends. 1 
felt myself, however, Mr. President, unequal to 
the discharge of that office, from the overflowing 
fulness of my feelings. I felt, sir, that | could not 
trust myself to attempt to commit to words the 
emotions which were laboring for utterance in my 
hosom. Sir, a correspondent occasion has now 
occurred, from which it is not my option to exempt 
myself, from the peculiar relation in which I stood 
to the deceased. Sir, itis not my good fortune— 
Lam not able to say that it is the loss of a particu- 
lar friend that I have to present to the Senate. 
My acquaintance was too short to authorize me to 
claim that distinction, though I might have hoped 
that a fuller acquaintance would have authorized me 
todose. The subject of the bereavement to which 
I now call your attention stood to me in the relation 
of a most esteemed colleague. On this morning, 
sir, at about four o’clock, the Hlon. Isaac 8S. Peyny- 
packer departed this life—the victim of a relentless 
disease, which resisted all the ministrations of medi- 
cal skill, and all the efforts of solicitous affection. 
Yes, sir, like the lamented Barrow, Mr. Penny- 
BACKER, too, was in the number of the very young- 
est of the members of this body, and promised, by 
the vigor of his general health and constitution, as 
Mr. Barrow did, a very long protraction ofa useful 
and honorable life. It was in harvest, having just 
reached the point of maturity, that the sickle has 
been put which has gathered it to the garner of the 
grave. Inscrutable dispensation of an overruling 
and all-wise Providence! Another, sir, in exactly 
the same circumstances—another associate of our 
body has been stricken duwn by the insatiable 
spoiler, and vathered to his receptacle of trophies— 
the grave. Sir, it was not my fortune to be per- 
sonally acquainted with Mr. Pennysacker Lill he 
met me on this floor as my colleague; but t learn 
trom others that he was born in the most beautiful 
region of this widely-extended Union—the moun- 
tain valley of Virginia. Sir, the population of 
that valley, like that, I believe, of all mountain 
regions in this country, was marked by primitive 
simplicity aud industrial habits, and he seemed to 
have imbibed from the contact all that purity of 
character, and those habits of industry, which are 
the appropriate characteristics of such regions. 
My honored colleague was no more than forty-one 
years of age. His merit cannot be better estimated 
by other evidences than by the fuct that he had 
been a Representative of the State of Virginia 
upon the floor of the House of Representatives— 
had filled the office of Federal district judge of his 
State, and at this early period of life, was elevated 
to the second highest distinction known under this 
Government—a seat on the floor of the Senate of 
the United States, He came, sir, to my acquaint- 
ance, heralded by the reputation of the highest 
probity—the soundest understanding, improved by 
habits of labor—the kindest affections, expanding 
themselves in a large domestic and social sphere— 


_ manners so felicitously bland and courteous as to 


prepare the way for that esteem which his character 
was calculated to impress. Sir, I believe | may ap- | 
peal to vey member who with me has known him 
upon this floor—he entirely fulfilled the promise 
of this heraldry in the intercourse which L had 
with him. I do not affect, Mr. President, to offer 
consolation to his bereaved and afflicted family 
who are here affurding the best of all solace—that 
of solicitous and affectionate attention in his last 
moments, I refer them, sir, for consolation to that 


~ High Power which we read sometimes chasteneth, 


because He loveth, end who has promised unfail- 
ing comfort to those who, with reverence, say: 
“s Thy will be done, and not mine.”’ Sir, to that 
power and to that source of consolation, with all 
reverence on my part, I refer their distresses. | 
now move the ordinary resolutions, which will 


| Senate. 


| as follows: 

Resolved, unanimously, That a committee be ap- 
pointed by the President of the Senate pro tempore, 
to take order for superintending the funeral of the 
Hon. Isaac S. Pennypacker, which will take 

| place to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, m., and that 
the Senate will attend the same. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the members of the 
Senate, from a sincere desire of showing every 
mark of respect due to the memory of the Hon. 
Isaac S. Pennysacker, deceased, late a member 
thereof, will go into mourning for him one month, 
by the usual mode of wearing crape on the left 
arm. 

Resolved, unanimously, That as an additional 
mark of respect for the memory of the Hon. Isaac 
S. Pennypacker, the Senate do now adjourn. 


The committee of arrangements consists of Mr. 


Sevier, Mr. Maneum, Mr. Breese, Mr. Crit- | 


rexpen, Mr. Benton, and Mr. Wessrter. 
‘The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
‘Tuespay, January 12, 1847. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER announced,as the business first 
in order, the bill which was under consideration 
yesterday forestablishinga Territorial Government 
jin Oregou; and, b 
Ou motion of Mr. DOUGLASS, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Hamuin, of Maine, in the 
chair,) and procecded to the consideration of the 
said ball. 
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The resolutions were read accordingly, and are 1 the judges. 


The question pending when the committee rose | 


| yesterday was ou the amendments offered by Mr. 
Vos to the fifth section, viz: 

First. Strike out the words ** first election,” and 
‘insert in lieu thereof * all elections.” 

Secondly. Strike out the words ‘* but the quali- 
| * fications of voters and of holding office, at all sub- 
* sequent elections, shall be such as shall be pre- 
‘scribed by the Leyislative Assembly.” 

Mr, ROOT, who was entitled to the floor, yield- 
'ed it at the request of— 


Mr. ROCK WELL, of Massachusetts, who said | 


that the effect of the above amendments of the gen- 


tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vinron,] would be, to | 
deny to the Legislative Assembly the right hereafter | 
to make additional rules and regulations in regard to | 


the qualifications of voters. ‘The gentleman said, in 
support of his motion, that no such authority ought 
to be given to the Legislative Assembly; that it 


was without precedent, and ought not now to be | 


introduced. Now, Mr. R. apprehended that the 
genteman, notwithstanding his usual correctness 
in these matters, was mistaken on this point. He 


apprehended that this did but enact the same pro- | 


vision which was contained in the laws which had 
made Territories heretofore. In the laws creating 


the Territories of Wisconsin and lowa precisely | 


the same provision was contained. [Mr. R. read 
| the law creating a Territorial Government in Wis- 
consin on this point, to which he said the law rela- 
tive to lowa conformed.] He had not examined 
| previous laws admitting Territories, but these two— 
Tesvloesite most recently admitted into the Union— 
were certainly sufficient precedents to justify the 
action of the committee in this matter, so far as 


| precedent would justify it. 


But if it were not so sustained by precedents, 
Mr. R. apprehended that on great principles, con- 
sidering the peculiar position and character of the 
people of Oregon, this provision ought to be intro- 
' duced. Why, how did the section stand, as report- 
ed by the committee? That there should be two 
classes of people entitled to vote: one, citizens of 
the United States; the other, persons not natural- 
ized, but who have declared upan oath their inten- 
tion to become citizens, and have taken the oath of 
allegiance to the United States. Now, by the sec- 
tion, as originally reported, the Legislative Assem- 
bly has no right to alter this provision, but the 
have a right to go on and make other securities and 


add other eeerss to the right of voting, if 

they see fit% do it. Now, there is no place for 
_ this power, except in the Legislative Assembly; 
and the Congress of the United States, by this 
' section, propose to delegate this power to the laa 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
\ 


| 
| 
| 


| 
j 
j 
| 
i 


i 
| 
| 


j 
; 


| 


Jan. 12, 
1 lature of that Territory, three thousand miles off 
over matters of which they can more properly be 
Why, the Legislative Assembly of 
| lowa did the same thing. They could not allow 
|| any persons not citizens to vote, but they went on 
| under the law of Congress creating that Territory, 
1 and made other provisions, one of which was, that 
| no citizen of the United States should vote except 
|| he had beewa resident of that Territory for six 
|; months. Now, would you deny to the people of 
Oregon the power to make such legislative pro- 
visions as this? 
Mr. R. did not intend to say anything further 
upon this precise question. But there was another 
| thing in relation to this section, concerning which 
he wished to say a word: it was in reference to the 


siderately ,as he thought,adopted by the committee, 
and which it is proposed to carry out in further 
| sections of this bill. The effect of that amend- 
| ment is to prohibit any person not a citizen of the 
| United States from voting at the first election held 
| there.. Now, what is the facet? Here is the Terri- 
|| tory of Oregon, made up ofa variety of population, 
‘| some of them citizens of the United States, and 
‘| some of them not. They have erganized a goy- 
ernment there, which suits their purpose, and done 
|| it undoubtedly by the aid and codperation of those 
‘| who were net citizens of the United States as welf 
as those who were. Now, you send this law 
among them, and say in regard to that portion of 
the inhabitants who are not citizens of the United 
States either by birth or naturalization. You shalt 
not vote for the election of the first Legislative As- 
sembly under the authority of the Congress of the 
' United States, nor until you have gone throug!: 
the regular process of naturalization required by 
our laws. Is this proper? Is it likely this will 
conduce to the harmony of the new Territory of 
| Oregon? that it will have the tendency to attach 
the people of that country to the Government of 
| the United States? Why, we should consider it 
our interest to do everything which shall concili- 
ate the feeelings and draw out the affections of 
| that people, if we expect them to be a part of the 
| United States; and the simile was perhaps not too 
| strong which was presented by the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. Bow ty] yesterday, that if you send 
this law among them you send a firebrand. 

Such an amendment, then, should not be adopt- 
ed. I hope it will not be. I contend that it is 
not a proper provision under the circumstances 
of that Territory, to say that hereafter no person 
except he be a citizen of the United States, either 
by birth or naturalization, shall be allowed to vote. 
If | am correctly informed, in the States of Illinois, 
| Michigan I believe, lowa, and Wisconsin, it is not 

required as a qualification for an elector that he be 
a citizen of the United States; and although I may 
not approve of this feature of their constitutions, 
yet I cannot advise to send those restrictive pro- 
visions to a people distant fron us by the space of 
one-cighth the circumference of the globe. Now 
they are a people that ought to be allowed, so far 
as may be, to govern themselves; the laws of the 
United States ought not to interfere with them for 
the present any further than is necessary to make 
them a part of this government, and subject to the 
| Provisions of the ordinance of 1787. Let them 
grow up, as they are growing up there, with all the 
| facilities given to them, with the most perfect free- 
dom of action that can be given them, and let not 
the laws of the United Staies operate as a restric- 
| tion and berden, but only as a benefit; and thus it 
| is, and thus only it can be, that that Territory can 


| 
| amendment which was yesterday, rather incon- 
| 





become a strengthening part of this Confederacy. 
Now, who should be entitled to vote in Oregon? 
Naturalized citizens, undoubtedly. And I say, 
further, such inhabitants of that territory as are 
willing to come forward and, on oath, declare that 
they intend to become citizens of the United States, 
swear allegiance to the United States, (thereb 
forswearing all other allegiance whatsoever,) shall 
be allowed to vote and act as those who are entitled 
to a share of the responsibilities and privileges of 
overnment; otherwise, for five years, you will 
ave some of the most intelligent citizens in Oregon 
deprived of that right. I advocate this principle, 
not as a general ene but as demanded and 
made proper by the character of the population of 
is territory, and their position. - 
Now, I hope none of these amendments will be 
This matter has been considered in the 





adopted, 


committee, in the light of the facts of the case. It 
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1847. 
is probable that one-tenth, perha 
the inhabitants in the territory of Oregon are not 
etizens of the United States, either by birth or 
yaturalization. Well, sir, that is an important part 
ofthat community. Some of them have hereto- 
fore owed allegiance to the Queen of Great Britain; 
but they have a local knowledge, and a particular 
knowledge, in regard to the interests of that terri- 
tory, which those now going there cannot possess, 
and to which they will be greatly indebted. Now, can | 
you enacta law to take from those who have lived | 
in Oregon, all interest in the administration of pub- 
lic uffairs there? I trast it will not be done. I trust 
that in a large and liberal spirit we will make these 
laws; I trust that we will do nothing todiistract, 
to divide; that we will do nothing to make them | 
feel our laws as a burden, but everything which 
shall endear them to the United States. 


If | object fo anything in this section, it will be |) 


that it requires every free cititzen to be ** white,” 
to be allowed to vote. In regard to that great ter- 
ritory, I would have liked it better, if there had 
been no restrictions placed on the human race, and 
everybody, of whatever shade of color, had been 
allowed to come in there and build up the institu- 
tions of that country so distant, and on such anew | 
theatre, in the way in which the providence of God | 
should direct them. But I will not press that sab- 
ject at this time, for it can Le of no use todo so. 

I expressed the hope, that the amendment yes- | 
terday adopted would be reconsidered, and the 
section be allowed to remain as itis. There may | 
be, however, one technical provision necessary to 
be made, in order to meet. my views, 

Mr. DOUGLASS here interposed, and the floor 
being yielded, caused to be read a substitute which 
he intended to offer for the whole section, and 
which he hoped would meet the views of the gen- | 
tleman and the committee. It is as follows: | 

«That every free white male inhabitant, above the age of | 
twenty-one years, who shall have been a resident of said 
‘Territory at the time of the passage of this act, and shall | 
possess the qnalifications hereinafter prescribed, shall be | 
entitled to vote at the first election ; but the qualifications 
of voters atall subsequent elections shall be such as shall be 
prescribed by the Legislative Assembly: Provi’ed, That the 
right of suffrage shall be exercised only by citizens of the 
United States, and those who shall have declared on oath, 
before some court of record, their intention to become such, 
and shall have taken an oath to support the Constitution of 
the United States and the provisions of this act.” 


Mr. ROCKWELL, (resuming.) I can only 
say, | very sincerely hope that this will be adopt- 
ed. This is a matter on which I would not have 
troubled the committee at all, had it not received 
some ‘consideration in the Committee on Territo- 
ries; and when it was attacked so severely yester- 
day, [did suppose there might be some difficulty 
about the matter. 

As to the proposition of my friend from New | 
York, [Mr. Campsett,}] | beg him to consider 
whether it is worth while to press it in regard to 
this Territory. It is a case which is parallel to no 
case which is likely to arise: a case where there 
is asconsiderable minority of the most influential | 
inhabitants of that Territory who are not citizens 
of the United States; where there is a peculiar rea- 
son why they should be allowed a voice in the in- 
cipient measures of eee. that Territory. 

The amendments proposed by Mr. Vinton were | 
disagreed to. 





the section of the bill under consideration: 

* That every free white male inhabitant above the age of 
twenty-one years, who shall have been a resident of said 
territory at the time of the passage of this act, and shail 
possess the qualifications hereinafter prescribed, shall be 
entitled to vote at the first election, but the qualifications of 
voters at all subsequent elections shall be such as shall be 
prescribed by the Legislative Assembly: Provided, That the 
right of suffrage shall be exercised only by citizens of the 
United States, and those who shall have declared on oath, 
before some court of record, their intention to become such, 
aud shail have taken an oath to support the Constitution of 
the United States and the provisions of this act.”? 


This amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of New York, said that 
when he had moved the amendment restricting the 
right of suff to American citizens, he had done 
itin good faith, and he had since seen no cause to 
change his opinion. He disclaimed having been 
actuated by any view of promoting the ends of 
any particlar party in the country. The amend- 
ment he had moved was not confined to native- 
born citizens, but embraced equally the — 


Committee) proposed the following modification to 
ciuzens of the United States. A gentleman from 


one-eighth, of | 


THE CO 








| 





| 
Mr, DOUGLASS (chairman of the Territorial 


contracted views and a narrow spirit in proposing 
to restrict the bill; but this came with ill grace 


from one who advocated so narrow a definition of | 53. No quorum. 


voters as that with which the bill commenced. 
Mr. C. was willing to stand by the compromises 
of the Constitution: he was not for touching them. 
He thought they had been wisely inserted. The 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


noes 58. 


— 


Missouri (Mr. Bowttn] had charged upon him 
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The question being put, the ayes were 49, the 
No quorum voting. 
On a second count the ayes were 58, the noes 


A third count being called for, a quorum at 
length came within the bar, and the amendment 


| was negatived: Ayes 57, noes 60. 


question of slavery was one which involved the || 


well-being of two races; and he believed, that in 
the providence of God, great good might result 
ultimately to much-injured Africa from the very 


injustice and cruelty to which she had so long been | 
subjected. The evil of which she might so justly | 


complain might, by His beneficent hand, be made 
the instrument of restoring civilization and the 
blessings of Christianity to her shores. 


Mr. C., adverted to the former occupation of that 


pm of Oregon north of the Columbia river by the 


udson Bay Company, and the right cenceded to | 


them by treaty of the free navigation of the Co- 
lumbia river, and expressed his unwillingness to 


give to the Territory an organic law which should | 
be in conflict with or have an injurious aspect to- | 


ward our revenue laws. Under the Constitution 
that House who were not American citizens; and 
yet it was proposed to give a ‘Territory such a con- 
stitution that aliens might become members of its 
Legislative Assembly. He dwelt on the incon- 
sistency of such a proceeding. He thought that 


Mr. DOUGLASS then moved to insert $1,800. 
But this also was negatived. The blank was 


| finally filled with $1,500. 


Mr. DOUGLASS moved to amend the eleventh 
section, by adding the following proviso, after the 
words * travelled route,’ in the thirty-sixth line, 
VIZ: 

“Provided, That there shall be but one session of the 
Legislature annually, unless on an extraordinary occasion 
the Governor shall think proper to call the Legislature to- 


| gether.”? 


This amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. STEPHEN ADAMS offered to amend the 
twelfth section, by adding the following: 


* Provided, That nothing in relation to sluvery in this act 
shall be construed as an intention to interfere with the pro- 


| Visions or spirit of the Missouri compromise; but the same 


ix hereby recognised as extending to all territory which may 


t ‘ | hereafter be acquired by the United States.” 
of the United States none could be members of | 


Mr. A. said he had no doubt that, as the bill 


| stood, all that part of the territory referred to in 
| his proviso was in reality subject to the Missouri 


if,as was said, the aliens in Oregon did not amount | 


to more than one-tenth of the population, they 
might be very well content to submit to the same 
laws which bound all the rest of the Union. 


The debate was further continued by Mr. 


ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, who opposed the 


provisions of the bill as in direct violation of the | 


naturalization. Should the principles of this bill 
prevail, they might be made to apply to other 
cases hereafter. 

Mr. BROCKEN BROUGH was reluctant to take 


| away the right of voting from those now in the 


Territory. And yet he thought that, as a perma- 
nent arrangenient, the people of Oregon ought to 
be subject to the same ie of naturalization with 
other people of the United States. ‘The number 


compromise; but as it was covered up under the 
general terms used in the section, he wished it 
more definitely specified. Taking it for granted 
that gentlemen on both sides were disposed to 


| abide by that ounprea he hoped there would 


be no objection to 
tion. 
The CHAIR (occupied by Mr. Hopxiy’s) ruled 


so much of the amendment to be out of order as 


saving it specified in the resolu- 


a ce . > . | referred to territor ‘oy 
spirit, if not of the letter, of the Consutution, and || ved to territory other than that of Oregon, 


| of the laws heretofore passed on the subject of | the words “acquired or to be acquired.” 


Mr. ADAMS thereupon said that he would omit 
Mr. THURMAN thought the whole of the 


‘amendment out of order, inasinuch as there was 
| no portion of this Territory of Oregon to which 
| the compromise had any application whatever. 


of those now privileged would diminish by death | 


from year to year, while the general law would 
gradually supersede the exception. 


Mr. bs. would offer the following proviso, to be | 


added to the sixth section: 


“ Provided, That nothing in this act shall be construed to 
give power to incorporate a bank or any institution with 
banking powers, or to borrow money in the name ot the 


for any luan whatevex, either directly or indirectly.’ 


Mr. BROCKENBROUGH said that, while 
providing a constitution for the people of Oregon, 
he should hold himself derelict to lus duty, did he 
not make an effort to secure the prohibition in the 
amendment. He came from a State which had 
endured various and great misfortune; but, with 
the sole exception of the bloodshed which had 


so great as the omission to insert a proviso of this 
kind into the law by which she was erected into a 
Territory. 

Mr. McCLERNAND should vote for the pro- 
viso, but wished to explain the reasous why he 
should do so. The question as to the constitu- 


tures had been settled by the United States Su- 
reme Court. Mr. McC.’s own faith on that sub- 


ject had been, that the constitution did not confer | 


Legislature what it did not itself possess, 
the Supreme Court had decided differently, he 
should give his vote for the proviso. 


The question being taken, the amendmeut pro- | 


posed by Mr. Brockensroven was agreed wo, 
The 7th, 8th, 9th, and 10th sections were read 


and agreed to; and the 11th section being read— 
Mr. DOUGLASS said that the judges in other 


' Territories had originally reveived $1,500, but 


Congress had raised the salary to $1,800. He 
thought that the judges in Oregon were entitled to 
receive at least as much, if not more, on account 


{ 


| 


Mr. HAMLIN wished to add to the amendment 


| a proviso in the following words: 


Provided, Nothing herein contained on the subject of 
slavery shall be construed as intending to interfere in any- 


| Wise with the provisions or spirit of the Missouri compro- 


inise. 
Mr. H. said he weuid vote for the amendment, 


without, however, any reference to the Missouri 
compromise whatever. He held that that com- 


| promise had nothing to do with the Territory of 


Oregon. He should vote under the belief that the 
compromise had no more application to the Terri- 


Territory, or to pledge the faith of the people of the same, ;| TY of Oregon than it had with the East Indies. 


Gentlemen asked ‘him, why then put it into the 
bill? He would tell them why: because, if this 
were not inserted, slavery would creep into this 
territory as certainly as ever Satan crept into the 
garden of Eden. e should therefore vote for it 


| with all cheerfulness, because he was willing there 


should be no mistake. 


For one, he regarded that 


| the Missouri compromise did not apply to or in the 


, : | least affect any territory in the Union at the time i 
taken place within her borders, he knew of none || x y . 


took place. What wasit? It was a compromise 


| between two sides of this House and of the coun- 


try, effected by drawing a line along the latitude of 


| 36° 30’, separating so much of Loutsiana as should 
| be open to slavery from that part of it from which 


| changed state of circumstances. 


slavery was to be forever excluded. Now, it was 


s ; eerie, : | obvious that, on every principle of justice, when 
tionality of banks created by Territorial Legisla- || g yf r J : 


other territory was to be taken in, the compromise 
line must be run on a different parallel to suit the 
Mr. H. had de- 


sired to have the principle of this is 
on Congress the power to create a bank, and that | P P cee 


therefore Congress could not confer ona Territorial | 
Yet, as | 


_introduced into Texas, and made a condition of 


her annexation to the Union; But he had been 
told by gentlemen who opposed it that this would 
be unnecessary, use a part of that State must 
be free by the law of Eleaven, it not being adapted 
to a slave population: and finally the compromise 
was in that case refused, and slavery was now 
lawful in every part of Texas. It was time now 
that it should be fully understood; that the resolu- 
tion had been taken, and would prevail in all the 
free States of this Union, that there should be no 
more slave territory admitted into the Union or 
suffered to exist there. That doctrine would pre- 
vail; and wo, woto the man coming from any one of 


of their distant situation, and the peculiar circum- || those States who should not govern himself accord- 


stances of the country. He would, therefore, 
move to fill the blank in the bill with $2,000. 


} 


for a time, for 


ingly. He might, possibly, i 
al) existence, 


a short time; but, as surely as he 
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the resistless tide of public sentiment in the North 
would roll over him and finally overwhelm him 
forever. 

Mr. H. should vote for the amendment because 


it was right, not because he believed that the com- | 


promise had anything to do with this territory. 

Mr, ADAMS now withdrew his amendment, 
(and the proviso fell with it.) 

Mr. BURT moved to amend the 12th section, in 
the 7th line, between the word “and” and the word 
“shall,”’ by adding the following words: 

“tnasmuch as the whole of the said territory lies north 
ot 36° 30° north latitude, known as the line of the Missouri 
compromise.” 

Mr. B. was about to state his reasons in favor 
of this amendment, when— 

On motion of Mr. BAYLY, the committee rose. 


DEATH OF JUDGE PENNYBACKER,. 


‘The Senate notified the House of Representa- 
tives by their Secretary of the death of the Hon. 
Isaac S. Pennypacker, late a Senator in Congress 
from the State of Virginia. : 


__FH® CONGRESHORAL ‘GL 


| 


| 


Whereupon Mr. McDOWELL, of Virginia, | 


rose and addressed the House as follows: 

I rise, Mr. Speaker, to perform, for an honored 
and valued colleague, lately representing our native 
and common State in the other branch of this 
national assembly, the same sad and melancholy 
office which he himself performed in his place less 
than a year ago for my own kinsman and imme- 
diate predecessor here. I rise to say—what I know 
will be felt with sensibility by those who hear me, 
and what will send a pang to the hearts of thou- 





without a solitary reproach to follow, or a solitary 
enemy to forgive him. 

Like his late and lamented colleague from Lou- 
isiana, Ste Barrow,| he was stricken down in ail 
the pride of his physical power, and in the full 


maturity of his brightest manhood; like him he | 


was crushed by an unexpected and a startling 
blow, and sharing side by side with one another, 


/as they did, the hopes of their country and the 
| Jove of freshest life, how sad, how strange, how 
a 


| Senator, however, my honored colleague breathed | 


monitory, is it to us all to see them purted by 
death for a season, and then grouped and gathered 
again as companions for the grave! Unlike that 


his last in the bosom of his family, and had his 


| forlorn and solitary pathway to another world 
| soothed by the presence and comforted ry, the aid 


of all who were dearest to him in this. Here it is, 
in the breaking up of that tender and holy bond 
which bring wife and children to the pillow of the 
dying husband and father, that we find a bitter- 
ness in death to which the rupture of all other rela- 
tions is as nothing. Butit is not for us to look upon 


this private scene; it is not for us to go into the || 
sanctuary of this sorrow, nor listen to that cry of || 


‘anguish and brokenness of heart which is there. 


As frail and dying and Christian men, however, || 
we cannot think upon such distress without sym- || 


| poor sufferers who are weeping and bleeding under | 


pathy and awe, nor without an involuntary appeal | 
to him who is the Father and Saviour of us all, || 


that he would spread the shelter of his wing for the 


| the stroke of his power. 


sands who do not—that Isaac 8. Pennypacker, || 


one of the Senators from Virginia, is no more! 
Whatever, under the guidings of Providence, or 
in the fulfilled and cheering promise of his outset, 
he might have become in the lofty career which 
the confidence 6f his country had assigned him, 
that career is now over; his expectations and his 
efforts in it are now ended, and the silence and 
seul of death are forever upon him. 

He was seized and snatched away from his labors 
almost before he had begun them, but not before 
the modest and ingenuous qualities of his nature 
had been seen, or before he had shown himself, in 
all the safest, soundest, and purest virtues of a 
public man, to be worthy of all acceptation. He 
was comparatively young—less than forty-two 
years of age—so that he came to the eminent sta- 
tion which he filled precisely at that period of life 
when the body and mind, in their complex action 
upon one another, codperate the best, and when 
man is most capable of building up the richest 
monuments of usefulness and fame for his country 
and himself. He was born in Shenandoah county, 
Virginia—was educated to the profession of law, 
which he entered upon in oul manhood, and 
practised with a high and progressive reputation 
until he was called upon to represent his native 
district in Congress, from whence, at the end of 
his first representative term, he was transferred, 
by appointment of the President and Senate, to 
the district court of Western Virginia, and was 
thence again transferred, but a year ago, by the 


|| throb of expiring nature with the first one of never- | 


Legislature of that venerable Commonwealth, to | 
the responsible and final post, from all the honors, | 


and counsels, and toils, of which he has now been 
removed by that mysterious and Gracious Power 
which governs us all, to another, and I would 
reverently hope, toa better world. 

He was always a student—an ardent and de- 
voted student. "The study of his profession espe- 
cially, as L learn from his more intimate friends, 
was both his habit and his enjoyment; and hence 


it was that he became not only eminently qualified | 


by his learning and his love of investigation far 


judicial labors, but that the whole texture of his | 


mind beeame gradually and essentially judicial 
also. He thought with care, with system, with 
clearness, with rectitude, and he thought to results. 
A sound lawyer, a wise judge, a trusted states- 
man—he was more than all these; he was a sound, 
irreproachable, trustworthy, and honest man; 
never—and I speak it with emphatic utterance— 
never bringing upon any human face, by any act 
of his, either the blush of shame or the stain of a 
tear. Wherever his avocations or his duties called 
him, it was the cheering lot of this excellent man 


i} erroneously 


| be lost. If we are provident and wise, as we know | 
that we are immortal, let us take these lessons as || 
/so many providences, mercifully and seasonably || 

sent for our good; and, flushed as we now are with | 


To us who are here, this lesson after lesson on | 


our own mortality is too solemn and too sacred to 


all the energies and hopes of life, be it our part to 
seek for and to seize upon that hope, blessed above 
every other—that hope “which travels through 


nor quits us when we die;’’ which unites the last 


ending joy. 
“'To man in this, bis trial state, 
The privilege is given, 
When tossed by waves of human fate, 
To anchor faston Heaven.”’ 
With these remarks, Mr. Speaker, | move the 
resolutions which will be offered by one of my 


| colleagues. 


Resolved, That this House has heard with deep ] 


| sensibility the announcement of the death of the 
| Hon. Isaac S. PennyBacxer, a Senator in Con- 


gress from the State of Virginia. 

Resolved, That as a testimony of respect for the 
memory of the deceased, the members and officers 
of this House will wear the usual badge of mourn- 
ing for thirty days. 

Resolved, ‘That the proceedings of this House in 
relation to the death of the Hon. Isaac 8S. Penny- 
BACKER, be communicated to the family of the de- 
ceased by the Clerk. 

Resolved, ‘That this House will attend the fune- 
ral of the deceased in a body; and, as a further 
mark of respect for his memory, that it do now 
adjourn. 

The resolutions were adopted, and the House 
accordingly adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 

Petitions, memorials, &c., were presented and 
referred, under the rule, as follows: 

By Mr. HUNGERFORD: The petition of Augustus Ford, 
praying for the refunding of $53 15, erroneously paid into 
the treasury. 

By Mr. ASHMUN: The petition of the heirs of Jo- 
sepli Marguard, deceased, late of Newburyport, Massachu- 
setts, praying the allowance of payment of his share of the 
forfeitures incurred in the seizure and condemnation of 


| certain goods illegally imported during the war with Great 
| Britain. 


By Mr. DE MOTT: The petition of William Wickham, 


| of Sodus, New York ks praying to be indemnified for a dwei- 


to be always surrounded by friends—friends who | 


respected and who loved him. And, having thus 
lived a life of probity and of peace upon earth, he 
has gene, in the meridian of his day, to the tomb, 


| 
‘ 


| ling- house burnt b 
| petition of Jacob 


British 


in 1813. Also, the 
err, of Seneca 


alls, New York, for 


| compensation for four revolutionary bounty land warrants 


| Rhode Island, to Thompson 


patented to another. 

By Mr. J. A. ROCKWELL: The petition of Sundry eiti- 
zens of Thompson, Connecticut, and Southbridge, Massa- 
chusetts, for the extension of the post-route from Providence, 
, Connecticut; from said Thomp- 


| son, through the post villages of Fisherville, New Boston, 


| 


Southbridge, Sturbridge, and Bainfield, to the Palmer depét, 
on the Boston and Paer depdt. 

By Mr. MARTIN, of Wisconsin : The petition of citizens 
of Edwardsville, Wisconsin, praying that preém be 
allowed them of the village lots on which they 


OBE. 


AR 





Jan. 13, 
| By Mr. McCLELLAND: The claim of Robert 
| depredations committed by the Potawattomie and Oi, 
| Indians. Also, the claim of Conrad Ten Eyck, for allow. 
ance at the treaty with the Potawattomle Indians. : 

By Mr. PILLSBURY: The memorial of voiuntecrs i 
|| Captain Gillespie’s company of ‘Texas, for losses, &c in 
|| the present war. ee 
|| By Mr. PENDLETON: The petition of certain citize 
|| Of the District, in relation to the “ Long Bridge” a rO8s the 
| Potomac. ear 
|| By Mr. JAMES BLACK: The petition of the President 
|| and Profes:ors of Dickinson College, asking a reduction of 
|| the duties imposed by the tariff of 1846 on certain books, 
| By Mr. PERRILL: The papers in the case of Gardner 
Herring, fur an invalid pension, Also, the papers in the 
| case of James Coe, tor an invalid pension. : 

By Mr. J. G. CHAPMAN: The petition of Robert kK 
Nevitt and others, citizens of Maryland and the District of 
Columbia,for an act against obstructions in Potomac river 
aud the Eastern Branch. 

By Mr. WINTHROP: ‘The petition of Mrs. Sarah Chase 
of Somerset, Massachusetts, for the payment of the French 
indemnities. Also, the petition of John P. Andrews, of 
Salem, Massachusetts, for the settlement of our digerences 
with Mexico. ; 

By Mr. JAMES B HUNT: The memorial of 135 citizens 
of the State of Michigan, for the establishment of a post- 
route from Grand Blane, by Long Lake and Linden, to Ar- 
|| gentine, in the county of Genesee and State of Michigan. 

By Mr. GRINNELL: The remonstrance of R. R. Crocker 
| and 95 citizeus of New Bedford, Massachusetts, against the 





Abbott, for 





} 


| repeal of the pilot law of 1837. Also, the petition of citi- 
a of Edgartown, for placing buoys in the harbor at that 
ace. 
By Mr. CRANSTON: The petition of E. N. Vernon and 
|| others, praying for indemnity for French spoliations. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of Reuben Taylor, 
heir of Ezekiel Taylor, of Chicago, in the State of Llinois, 
praying remuneration for services rendered by said Ezekiel 
‘Taylor in the revolutionary war. 

By Mr. WILLIAM W. CAMPBELL: The petition of 
Williain Hogan, administrator, &c., for the payment of debt 
due from United States. 

By Mr. DOBBIN: The memorial of Thomas D, Hogg, as 
one of the heirs of John Hogg, praying indemnification for 
spoliations committed by France prior to 1800. 

By Mr. J. H. CAMPBELL: The petition of sundry citi- 
zens of the city und county of Philadelphia, praying that a 
portion of the public lands may be appropriated for construct- 
, lng railroads from the Atlantic rivers to the Mississippi, and 
| remonstrating against the free gift of the public domain. 
| By Mr. McCLEAN: The memorial of the President and 
|| Faculty of Pennsylvania College, for the restoration of the 
|| right to import books and philosophical apparatus free of 

| duty which was taken away by the act of August, 1846. 
Also, the petition of James Oldham, of the city of Baltimore, 
arevolutionary soldier, for a pension. Also, the memorial 
|| of Mrs. Susan Causten, widow of Isaac Causten, for indem- 
| nity for French spoliations prior to 1800. Also, the petition 
|| of the children of Mrs. Margaret Henderson, of Carlisie, 

Penn., for arrears of pension due their mother. 


| 


IN SENATE. 
Wepvespay, January 13, 1847. 


| The Senate met to-day for the purpose of pay- 
ing the last tribute of respect to the remains of the 
|| Hon. Isaac S. Pennysacxer, late a Senator from 
|, the State of Virginia. 
| About twenty minutes to one o’clock the Presi- 
| dent of the United States and the members of the 
|| Cabinet entered the Senate Chamber, and having 
| been received by Mr. Arcuison, the President of 


| the Senate pro tem., were conducted to the seats 
|| provided for them. Immediately afterwards, the 
|| Chief Justice and Associate Justices of the Su- 
1 preme Court of the United States, attended by’its 
| officers, the Diplomatic Corps, and Adjutant Gen- 
|| eral Jones, the only representative of the army now 
| at the seat of Government, entered and took their 
| seats. Then came the coffin containing the re- 
mains of the deceased, followed by the mourning 
| relatives, the Delegation from Virginia, and the 
| House of Representatives, attended by its officers. 
The services were commenced by the Rev. Mr. 
| Sprove, Chaplain of the House of Representatives, 
_ who read the 14th chapter of the book of Job; the 
| Rev. Mr. Sticer, Chaplain of the Senate, then offer- 
|| ed up an appropriate prayer; and Rev. Mr. Sprore 
| preached the sermon, from Job xiv. 14: “Ifa 
| man die, shall he live again ?”’ 
| The remains of the deceased were removed to 
1 the hearse, and conveyed to the place of interment, 
| (the Congressional Burying Ground,) the proces- 
'| sion being formed before the eastern front of the 
|| Capitol, and moving in the following order: 
The Chaplains of both Houses. 


Physicians who attended the deceased. 
Committee of arrangements: 
i! + Sache - Sei. 
r. Mangum, r. ton, 

| Mr. Breese, Mr. Webster. 
Pall-bearers: 

Mr. Butler, Mr. Evans, 

Mr. Johnson, of Md., Mr. Cass, 

Mr. Rusk, Mr. Huntington. 


The family and friends of the deceased. 














ees 


The Senator and Rep 
Virginia, as mourners. \| 
The Sergeant-at-arms of the Senate. i 
The Senate of the United States, receded by the || 
Vice President or President of the Senate 
pro tempore, and their Secretary. 
The Sergeant-at-arms of the House of Representa- | 
tives. 
The House of Representatives, preceded by their | 
Speaker and Clerk. \| 
The President of the United States. i 
The Heads of Departments. i] 
The Chief Justice and Associate Justices of the Su- || 
preme Court of the United States, and its officers. 
The Diplomatic Corps. 
Judges of the United States. 
Officers of the Executive Departments. 

Officers of the ny and Navy. I 
The Mayor of Washington. I} 
Citizens and strangers. | 


On the arrival of the procession at the burial || 
ground, the remains were temporarily placed in the 1 
Congressional vault; the Rev. Mr. Sproxe repeat- || 
ing a portion of the Methodist Episcopal burial | 

rvice. i 
Ane an absence of about an hour and a half, 1 
the Senate returned to its Chamber; and, on mo- | 
tion, 1 

The Senate adjourned 








| 
| 


i] 
| 
if 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 


‘| and acopy of the report of the survey. 


Wepnespay, January 13, 1847. 


No business was transacted this day, the House 
having, immediatelay after the reading of the Jour- | 


of effecting such removal. 
Mr. WOODBRIDGE submitted the following 


| resolutions; which were considered by unanimous | 


consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
report to the Senate all such surveys as may here- 
tofore have been made under the authority of the || 
United States, of the private land claims at the || 


Sault de Ste. Marie; and also of such reservations | 
for military purposes as may have been made by || 


the President of the United States at said Sault de | 


Ste. Marie, in the State of Michigan, showing the || 


connexion of the same with said private Jand 
claims. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
report to the Senate all such surveys (or maps 
thereof ) as may heretofore have been made of the 
private land claims in the lower peninsula of Mich- 


ivan, &c., showing their connexion with the gen- || 


eral surveys of the public lands, and especially the || voltigeurs and as foot riflemen, and be provided with a rocket 


surveys thereof of “Greely and of Fletcher,’’ and 
such as may have been made in the county of 
Michilimackinac. 


Mr. ATHERTON submitted the following res- | 


. . . ° | 
olution; which was, on his motion, referred to the || 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War,be directed || 


Committee on Commerce: 


to furnish, on a reduced scale, a copy of the late | 
survey of the harbor of Portsmouth, New Hamp- | 
shire, by the corps of Topographical Engineers, | 


PRIVATE BILLS. 
Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee of Claims, | 


nal, adjourned to the Senate Chamber to attend || made adverse reports upon the petitions of John P. | 


the funeral of the late Senator PENNYBACKER. 








Tuurspay, January 14, 1847. 


The Vice Present, having recovered from his | 
recent slight indisposition, resumed the chair this | 
morning. 


The Journal of Monday was read and approved. 


A message was received from the President of | 
the United States by the hands of his Private Sec- | 
retary, informing the Senate that he had approved 
and signed ‘An act to encourage enlistments in the 
regular army.” , oe 

Also, several messages in writing. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the War Department, trans- 
mitting a list of all — employed in the In- 
dian Department, with their compensation, for the 
year 1846; which was ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. DICKINSON presented the petition of Ja- 
cob Latting, praying indemnity for French spolia- 
tions prior to 1800; which was referred to the 
select committee on that subject. 

Mr. DIX presented the memorial of the Seneca 
Indians residing upon the Tonawanda reservation, 
in the State of New York, praying that they may 
be exempted from the operation of the treaties of 
January 15, 1838, and May 20, 1842, between the | 
United States and the Seneca Indians; which was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented the 
petition of Rodolphine Claxton, widow of Alexan- | 
der Claxton, deceased, an officer of the navy of the 
United States, praying a renewal of her pension; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval | 
Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of the administrator of Hugh | 
Thompson, deceased, praying indemnity for French 
spoliations prior to 1800; which was referred to 
the select committee on that subject. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. JARNAGIN submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and $02... 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to the Senate such ndence 
with, and reports of, officers of the army or — 
of the Government, on file in any branch of his 
department, as may afford information as to the 
agreement with tie flemainels Indians yet in Florida, 
under which they are permitted to remain in said 
State, and as to the numbers and condition of such 
Indians; and likewise any information in his de- 
partment in relation to the practicability of re- 








| Baldwin, the sureties of William Estis, and of | 


| Daniel Homans. 
IN SENATE. || 


\| for the relief of William E. Davis and Mary Ann | 


| United States. 


Mr. P., from the same committee, reported a bill | 


his wife. | 
Also, a bill for the relief of Hobson Johns. 
Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on In- | 
dian Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Samuel 


W. Bell, a native of the Cherokee nation. i] 


Mr. J., from the same committee, made an ad- | 


ford. | 
Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public || 


Lands, to which had been referred the bill to com- | 
promise the claims of the heirs of John Smith, T., | 
under a Spanish grant, reported the same back, 
without amendment. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a bill to provide for the settle- | 
ment of the claim of Walter R. Johnson against the 


Mr. CAMERON, from the same committee, | 
reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of John | 
Paul Jones. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill for the relief of Milledge | 
Golphin, executor of the last will and testament of | 
George Golphin, deceased. 

Mr. BAGBY, from the Committee on Indian | 
Affairs, to which had been referred the bill from | 
the House for the relief of Dr. Clark Lillybridge, | 
reported the same back without amendment. 

r. JOHNSON, of Maryland, from the Com- | 
mittee on Claims, reported a bill authorizing the | 
payment of a sum of money to Robert Purkis. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Erskine & Eichel- 
berger. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, (on leave,) in- | 
troduced a bill for the relief of the estates of Ben- | 
jamin Metoyer and Frangois Gaiennie, deceased; | 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- | 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. J, also, o leave,) introduced a bill for the 
relief of the Red River Railroad Company; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the bill autho- 
rizi to whom reservations of land have 
been made under Indian treaties to alienate the 
same in fee, reported the same back without 
amendment. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a bill to provide for the 
pointment of an additional number of assistant 
surgeons in the navy. 





+ ae i 
verse report upon the petition of Benjamin Craw- || 


| 
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resentatives from the State of j moving said Indians west, and of the best means || 












.. 


Also, a bill limiting the operation of the act of 
4th March, 1842, making appropriations for the 


, naval service of the year 1842. 


Mr. CAMERON, from the same committee, 
reported a bill to provide for the construction of 


| floating dry-docks at Philadelphia, and Ports- 


mouth, New Hampshire. 
INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported the bill, from the House, to raise 
for a limited time an additional military force, and 
for other purposes, with an amendment. 

Mr. B. stated that he was instructed by the 


| committee to ask the Senate to take up the bill for 


consideration now. 


No objection being made, and the amendment of 
the committee having been read, as follows: 


Provided, also, ‘That one or more of the regiments of in- 
fantry authorized to be raised by this section, may, at the 
discretion of the President, be organized and equipped as 


and mountain howitzer battery:” 
The Senate proceeded to consider the bill aa in 


| committee of the whole, 


Mr. CRITTENDEN, 
House, or the Senate bill ? 
The CHAIR. It is the bill from the House. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 
ett CAMERON called for the reading of the 
vill. 

The bill having been rend, 

Mr. CAMERON submitted the following as an 


Is this the bill from the 


|| additional section to the bill: 


‘And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury be directed to issue a warrant for a half section of land 
to every officer, non-commissioned officer, musician, and 
private, who shall serve in the army of the United States 
during the present war with Mexico, or shall volunteer and 
enlist to serve during the war, and shall be honorably dis- 
charged before its termination; the said land warrants to be 
located upon any land belonging to the United States that 


|| may be subject to private entry.’ 


Mr. BENTON said he thought this bill ought 
to be allowed to pass without being embarrassed 
with any extrinsic matter. The committee desired 
the passage of the bill without delay. The amend- 
ment introduced a subject not necessarily connected 
with this bill. He hoped the Senator would offer 
his proposition at some other time, and not retard 
the passage of this bill by offering it now. 

r. CAMERON said he could not consent to 
withdraw his amendment. He did not regard it 
as embracing any extrinsic matter; but, on the con- 
trary, entirely appropriate to the bill. He. was 
desirous that those of our fellow-citizens who in- 
tended to join the army might know what they had 
to expect. The soldier who fought the battles ofhis 
country was deserving of reward, and, as this Gov- 
ernment possessed abundance of lands, he thought 
no better disposition could be made of a portion of 
them than in rewarding the bravery and patriotism 
of the soldiers, He had the honor of calling the 
attention of the Senate to this subject in the early 


| part of the session. He had submitted a resolution, 


which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs; but no report had as yet been made upon 
it. And if he did not press the subject now, in 


|| connexion with that bill, he was afraid the poor 


soldiers would get nothing more for their services 
than the mere pay and rations allowed them by 
law. They had plenty of land to spare, and the 
brave soldiers well deserved and well earned the 
bounty he proposed to give them. He did not 
believe that any one could seriously object to a 
proposition so manifestly just, and he was sure it 
— meet a hearty response in the other Cham- 

r. 

Mr. BENTON remarked that this was a bill 
which had passed through the House of Repre- 
sentatives for the express purpose ef raising an 
additional force whink it was requisite should be 
immediately employed in the prosecution of the 
present war. € proposition of the Senator was 
one which would require mature deliberation in 
order to make it effective, and should therefore 
form a separate and distinct enactment. 

Mr. CAMERON said this wags a bill to raise 
men for the army; and as he knew he should have 
no befter opportunity of effecting his object, and 
no more appropriate bill to which it could be at- 
tached, he must persist in pressing his amend- 


ment, 
Mr. WESTCOTT suggested to the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, that it would be better to make the 
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quantity of land to be granted to each soldier a 
quarter section instead of a half section, 

Mr. CAMERON expressed his willingness to 
adopt the modification, and his amendment was 
minlified accordingly. 

Mr. CASS. 
officer and private in the regular army ? 

Mr. CAMERON proceeded to observe, that his 
great object in this matter was, to give land to the 


private soldiers; and he was willing it should be | 


contined to them and to the non-commissioned 
officers. He would therefore strike out the word 
ae officer.”? 

‘The amendment was accordingly so amended. 

Mr. BENTON said, that if the Senator would 
not withdraw his proposition, he had only to 
remind the Senate that, in every act passed by 
Congress granting land for any purpose, a pro- 
vision was usually inserted to guard against such 
lands falling into the hands of speculators; and yet 
here was a neked proposition for granting land 
without one solitary provision for such purpose. 
tle considered the amendment now presented, 
therefore, as equivalent to an act, on the part of 
Congress, making a present of nine-tenths, or 
perhaps of ninety hundredths, of all the land pro- 
posed to be given under this amendment to specu- 
lators. He was totally averse to such a proceed- 
ing. He desired that the necessary guards should 
accompany the enactment, 

Mr. CAMERON said he would be very happy 
that the Senater would put as many guards upon 
it as he pleased, in order to keep the lands out of 
the hands of speculators; but as to any such dan- 
ver a8 the Senator seemed to apprehend, he had 
no fears. Itmght be supposed, with equal justice, 
that speculators would possess themselves of the 
clothing of the army furnished them by the Gov- 
erument. Tle took it for granted that the ranks 
of the army would be filled by men of sense—men 
who knew enough to take care of their own in- 
terests. [lesaw in the streets to-day a poor fellow, 
who had been serving in the army and fighting the 
battles of his country, and who had been disabled 
in battle, reduced to the necessity of asking alms. 
If that man had a quarter section of land given 
him, he would be beyond the necessity of appeal- 
ingto the charitable to relieve his wants. He hoped 
the amendment would be adopted, and, if Sena- 
tors believed that guards were necessary, they 
might be added. 

Mr. PHELPS said he certainly had no objec- 
tion to any proper provision that might be pro- 
posed to encourage enlistments in the army; but 
he could not perceive the propriety of giving to the 
oflicers of the regular army, already in service, the 
gratuity contemplated by this provision, It seemed 
to him altogether uncalled for, and altogether with- 
out precedent; for, if he understood the peepee 
tion, it was to bestow this gratuity upon all the 
officers of the army, without distinction. Although 
he was prepared to go for any inducement to the 
citizens of this country to enter into the military 
service, he was not exactly prepared for a proposi- 
tion to bestow this gratuity on thosqalready in the 
service. ‘There was another difficulty: the amend- 
ment proposed to bestow the gratuity upon all who 
might volunteer. Now, if he was correctly in- 
formed, a vast number throughout the county had 
volunteered whose services were not accepted. 
Before he could vote in favor of such a grant, it 
would be necessary that it should be confined to 
those who actually entered the service. It ought 
not to be given to all who voluntecred, whether 
they had been in service or not. He thought the 
proposition eo amendment in this parucular. 

The VICE PRESIDENT being about to put 
the question upon the adoption of the amend- 
ment— 

Mr. CAMERON demanded the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. CRIPTENDEN desired, before the vote 
was taken, to saya single word. He felt con- 
strained to express his opposition to this amend- 
ineut in its present form. He was satisfied, that if 
his friend from Pennsylvania would give the sub- 
ject a little more reflection he would come to the 

‘conclusion that it would be extremely injudicious 
to adopt it. 
rant for a quarter section of land to every soldier. 
Was the Secretary of War to locate this land 
wherever he thought fit? What scrt of a warrant 
was it to be? Hitherto it has been the practice to 
prescribe how the land should be patented. The 


| was a trifling error. 


| in order that all those who concurred with him in 


the honorable Senator from Pennsylvania; and it 
| was, that he had omitted a very important class, 
| He believed the amendment did 
| heirs of those who died in service. 


| be the proper officer to issue these warrants. 


/ and was willing to do anything to make it accepta- 


| more attention ought to be given to the manner in 
| which the grant should be made. 
| him to be a subject for distinct and grave deliber- 
/ ation, as much so as the bill itself which it was 
proposed to amend. 


jand when it had been subjected to more mature 
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together too large for any practical purpose of le- || 
gislation. All this should be made the subject of |) 
very precise and restrictive legislation. Again: || 


| this amendment seemed to be defective in another | 
Is it intended to be given to every || 


particular; as he understood its meaning, no sol- |) 


'dier was to have this bounty except those who | 


| of the war. 


were honorably discharged before the termination 


‘This he presumed was not the inten- | 
tion of the Senator from Pennsylvania. But this | 
The other was the material | 


objection in his opinion. 


He thought, therefore, 


his views upon this subject might have an oppor- 
tunity to act together, it would be better not to 
adopt this proposition at present, The error to 
which he had alluded, if it were an error, was with 
him a very material objection to its adoption. 

Mr. CASS desired to make one suggestion to 


not embrace the 
They ought 
to be the sharers if a bounty were given. And 
another thing struck him as being irregular. It 
occurred to him that the Secretary of War would 





Mr. CAMERON observed that he was willing 
to make any alteration which honorable Senators 
might desire, suv as to carry out his intention, |) 
which was to grant the jand to the soldiers. He | 
hoped his proposition would not be rejected on | 
account of trifling omissions which a mere verbal | 
amendment would rectify. 
The Senator from Kentucky was mistaken in | 

| 
| 


his opinion that the amendment was not sufficiently 
explicit. He had drawn it up with great care, and 
after much deliberation. He was anxious that it 
should pass. He had thought of it a long ume, 


ble to the Senate. 

Mr. ARCHER said that, in a matter of this im- | 
portance, where so large a quanuty of the public | 
domain was to be grauted, he held that somewhat 


it appeared to 


He thought it would be bet- || 
ter, therefore, for the honorabie Senator to refer 
the subject to the Military Committee, with in- 
structions to report upon it. He should dissent 
from the amendment in its present form, although 


| 
} 
| 
! 
‘ 
| 


consideration. 


had been alluded to by the gentleman from Ke 


| after it had been granted them. 


culty in the Senator’s proposition. 


Jan. 14, 


terms of the grant under this amendment were al- | templated by the amendment, and a similar prop. 
| osition had been made in the House, and referred 


to a committee, with a view of having a system 
devised in detail, so as to convey the bounty of 
the nation directly and efficiently to the individ. 
uals for whose benefit it was designed. 

The object of the restrictive provisions, which 
tucky, was to prevent any accidents which might 
occur from depriving the poor soldiers of the land 
But the gentle. 
man had furnished no restrictive provisions in his 
amendment. Nearly or quite all of them would 
vote for a large donation to all those who should 
serve either during the whole war or a part of it 
as well as to the widows and orphans of the fallen 
soldiers. No one could doubt the disposition of 
that body to do this. Wherefore, then, that prop- 
osition in such an unusual and crude shape? 


| Why attach it to a bill which the exigencies of 
| the country loudly demanded—a bill to recruit 
_not the volunteers, but the regular army? The 


object contemplated by his friend from Pennsy}- 


| vania, as had been suggested, required a system, 
and not a single proposition. 
| largest tract of land as a bounty to the soldier. 


He would give the 


Mr. A. was one of those who believed that, as 


| between the Government and citizen, great liberali- 
_ ty should be observed, more especially as regarded 


the uncultivated soil of this country. He knew 
of no better use that could be made of the public 


_ domain than to reward the brave and patriotic men 


who had voluntetred to serve in this war. He had 


_ himself submitted a proposition to that effect—a 


proposition extending to a large class not included 
in that now offered by his friend from Pennsylva- 
nia. And here he was reminded of another diffi- 
Was the same 
appropriation to be given to those who served du- 
ring the whole war as to those who served only 
during a part? Instead of having a system, as 
they must necessarily have, in order to carry out 
properly the purposes of a donation of this kind, 


| they had but a naked proposition presented. It 
' seemed to him, therefore, that it was altogether out 
of place. 
| more precision, and form a symmetrical system, 
_and he should have his supoort. 


Let the Senator designate his plan with 


Mr. CAMERON said he did not penne to that 
maturity of judgment in matters of this kind which 
the Senator trom Ohio possessed; but he did pre- 
tend to know what he was about as a Senator rep- 
resenting one of the States of this Union. The 
remarks of the honorable Senator, he thought, 
were as immature and out of place as the Senator 


Mr. ALLEN said he did not suppose that it 
was the desire of the mover of this proposition 


} 
} 
|| le was disposed to vote for it at the-proper time, | 
| 


to put any member of that body in a false posi- | 


tion before the country upon a question so impor- 
tant. He took it for granted that the Senator had 
moved it mainly with the view of promulgating 
his own parucular views upon this subject, and 
he judged so from the fact that what had already 
passed since the amendment had been read indi- 


| cated the immature consideration which the mover 
/of the amendment had bestowed upon his own 


offspring. 


‘hree times already had his frend 


| from Pennsylvania, without a word of explana- 
| tion, accepted modifications; and he would name 
| another difficulty, which he had no doubt would 


It was a provision granting a war- | 


elicit from the hunorable Senator as ready a con- 
sent to amend as the others had done. It was, 
that his proposition did not include a solitary man 
who served one year. It did not embrace those 
men who fought at Monterey. It included those 
who should wilist hereafter, but not those who 
had already served. The honorable Senator, he 
was sure, did not wish to exclude those men; 


therefore, he would at once see the necessity of 


enlarging his proposition. He did not believe 
there was a disposition on the part of the Senate 
to evade this question. He did not believe there 
was any such parsimonious spirit in that body as 
to induce them to withhold the most liberal dona- 


| had declared his proposition tobe. The honorable 
| Senator was not to be the judge of his action in that 
|| body, nor to characterize his proposition as undi- 
gested and out of order. 

| Mr. ALLEN. The Senator will allow me to 
correct a mistake into which he has fallen. I did 
not say it was out of order, but I say, as part and 
parcel of a system for prosecuting this war, it is 
out of place. Ido not speak of it with any want 
of respect to the Senator, but I speak of it in re- 
gard to its connexion with the prosecution of the 
| war. 

Mr. CAMERON replied, that the uniform course 
of his life had been to permit rebuke from no man. 
He would not permit any one to say that his prop- 
osition was ‘* out of order’’ and ** out of place.” 
He had said that he was willing to accept of any 
amendment which would enable them better to 
/accomplish the object in view. He had already 
accepted several amendments, because he wished 
for harmonious action. The Senator from Ohio 
had said that this bill was not to provide for the 
volunteers. He would inform him that it was the 
_ intention of the Government to take whole bodies 
of volunteers and incorporate them with the regu- 
lar army. It was important that the soldiers 
should now know what bounty they were to receive 
from the Government. If the amendment should 
not be passed by them, citizens would not be so 
ready to volunteer their services for the existing 


1} 
i\ 


tions of land to the men engaged in the service of || war. The very learned gentleman from Ohio, who 


their country. He was ready to vote, and he had 
no doubt the entire body would vote, large and 
liberal grants for those who had served one year, 
as well as those who should serve during the war. 
There could be ne doubt as to the disposition of 


every Senator to make liberal donations to the 
soldiers, 


s. ‘there was now before the Senate a | 
| resolution looking to the same object as was con- | 


_ had much experience in matters of this kind, as he 
| had iasineneds could in a moment or two draw up 

‘| such an amendment as he contemplated. : 

' Mr. BADGER said he was very decidedly in 

| favor of the general proposition to grant a bount 

| to the soldiers, and he was inclined also to thin 





that an amendment to that effect appended to this 
bill would not be out of place. At the same time 














1847. 
it must be very evident, he believed, not that the 
honorable Senator’s amendment was crude and | 
undigested, (for he would not use that excepuon- 
able phrase,) but that it required modification cer- 
tainly, and that it could not properly, in its present 
state, be discussed and determined. He was anx- | 
| 
' 
} 


jous to vote for such a Seen, provided it 
should receive a proper modification. 

Mr. PHELPS said he agreed with the Senator 
from North Carolina that this proposition would 
probably receive the favorable consideration of the 
Senate, but he saw no necessity for arresting the 
passage of the bill for the purpose of incorporating 
this amendment, The proposition of the Senator | 
from Pennsylvania was not confined to the troops | 
to be raised under the authority of this act. It 
contemplated an inducement to all to enter into the 
service of the United States. He could not see 
the necessity of attaching it to this bill. The Sen- 
ator could attain his object by calling the attention 
of the Committee on Military Affairs to this sub- 
ject, and that committee might report a distinct 
and independent act upon it, 

Mr. SEVIER said it was some time since he 
had examined into the system in regard to bounty | 
Jands; Lut he happened to live in that section of | 
the country where a large portion of those lands 
had been assigned. He knew, therefore, the effect 
of the system; large tracts of country were still un- 


settled—in fact, the best portion of the State was || and it had been always the policy of the Gov- 


unsettled in consequence. While he was in favor 
of the general proposition submitted by the Senator 
from Pennsylvania, his impression was, that the 
amendment was not sufficiently guarded; nor was 


he prepared to propose the proper modifications, || 


without first examining the old laws upon the sub- 
ject. He would venture to say, that the soldiers 
of the last war did not, on an average, get ten dol- 
lars each for the patent grants. These bounty 
lands were altogether deceptive; more good would | 
be done to the soldier by giving him fifty dollars, 
than by making him a grant of land, especially 
when it was proposed to restrict the location of 
this bounty land to such as had been for a number 
of years in the market, and no one had bid for it. 
This was not all; the amendment had reference to 
those who served in the war with Mexico, while 
there were numbers of troops from his own State | 
serving in garrisons upon the frontier, protecting | 
the settlements against the Indians, and they were 
entirely omitted. He hoped his honorable friend 
would agree to allow this matter to be passed by 
for the presen., and be brought in separately, prop- 
erly guarded, and he would be ready to vote for | 
it; otherwise he could not. Let it embrace all the 
troops in the service of the United States. 

Mr, JOHN M. CLAYTON said he should sus- 
tain this amendment. While graduation bills and 
preémption bills, and other projects for givingaway | 
and breaking up the public domain were in vogue, 
while the land was going, he preferred to see it 
given to the citizen soldiers and the regular soldiers | 
of the United States army; he preferred giving the | 
lands to the soldiers as an inducement to fight the 
battles of the country, rather than give them to the 
paupers of Europe. It was true, the proposition 
of the honorable Senator was not so perfect as he 
could desire, but it was a near, approximation 
to the object which they both had in view. He | 
had no apprehension that the lands would full into 
the hands of speculators and brokers. Whenever 
any claims had been discussed, the same objections 
had been urged. Great anxiety had always been 
expressed on behalf of those for whom the boun- 
ties were designed. He could readily understand, 
that under the other system of giving away lands, 
Speculators might derive as great benefits as the 
grantees themselves. He preferred, therefore, that 
the land should be given to the soldiers. 

Mr. BREESE said he did not propose to discuss 
the policy of giving these bounties. He was in 
favor of them. He believed that the recipients 
liad been benefited by them, many of them having 
setiled on their lands, and become independent 
farmers. But, as the Senator from Pennsylvania 
seemed determined to press his amendment toa 
yote, he wished to place himself rectus in curia on 
the preposition, as he should vote against it as 
a2 amendment to this bill, which the chairman on 
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war, and to the heirs of those who had died in the 
| service. His State had at first more than three 
| thousand men in the field (four regiments)—a 


| volunteers for one year, many of whom had died; 
and yet thisamendment makes no provision for any 
one of them, living or dead. But the Senator ask- 


ed why we, who are in favor of the general object | 


greater force than affy other State in the Union—all | 
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of the bill, do not submit amendments to meet the | 


cases. The answer was, that the Senators did not 
assemble this morning in the expectation that this 


proposition would come up before them, and were , 


not, therefore, prepared with amendments. A bill 
to be adequate to the object sought, requires care 
in its preparation. ‘There must be a system estab- 
lished. “The Senator from Delaware had said that 
he would prefer giving the lands to the soldiers 
rather than to the paupers of Europe, which was 
the designyof the graduation and preémption laws, 
so zealously pressed upon Congress, by which the 
public domain was to be wasted. Mr. B. said the 
Senator did not seem to be aware that this much- 
/ abused and condemned preémption system had 
been the means of converting our public domain 
into gold, filling our treasury to repletion, and from 
which we had already realized more than sixty 
| millions of dollars. The preémptors were the 
| pioneers of settlement and cultivation; they sub- 
| dued the forest, and opened the wilderness to sale; 


| ernment to encourage them. As to the graduating 
| the price of the lands, Mr. B. thought with the 

Secretary of the Treasury, that such a measure 
| would increase our revenue from that source, five 
hundred thousand or a million of dollars annually. 


| It was not a system of waste, but of supply. 


Although in favor of the objects of the amend- 
ment, Mr. BG. could not, as at present advised, vote 
for it now, as it required many amendments to make 
it answer the purpose designed, and which cannot 
be made in a hurry. 

Mr. CHALMERS said he approved entirely of 
the principle, but he felt constrained, for the same 
reason as that assigned by the Senator from Ar- 


|| kansas, to vote against the present proposition, un- 


engaged in the Mexican war. For this reason he 
should move to amend the amendment by inserting 
the words “* twelve months, or during the war.”’ 
Mr. BADGER said he was desirous that the 
plan embraced in the proposition of the Senator 
from Pennsylvania should be matured and annex- 


hazard of producing inconvenience; and, inasmuch 


| as it seemed to him thata little reflection would | 


| enable them to make such amendments as would 
probably meet the approbation of all, and remove 


block, he would move that the bill be laid upon the 


to-morrow. If his proposition could be made to 
include all those who ought to be the objects of the 
bounty of this Government, he was himself per- 
fectly willing to vote for it as a part of this bill, and 
to leave to subsequent arrangement to guard 
| against fraud. 
laid upon the table, to be taken up to-morrow. 
Mr. SPEIGHT asked for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. BADGER then withdrew the motion. 


thought that if gentlemen would give it some atten- 
tion, they would find it not so very imperfect: 


tem of bounty lands, as developed in practice here- 





apply to the lands now proposed to be granted by 
the Senator from uauapbiais: The lands in 
| those particular intances, and in all the laws, he 


| believed, which were passed for the inlistment of | 


soldiers in the war of 1812, were to be located in a 
particular place: the result was, that no one who 
did net choose to make that place his residence 
would purchase them. The prices sunk, there- 


| fore, to about twenty dollars for each grant. This 


Military Affairs had told us was necessary to be || arose from the system of location adopted by the 


passed immediately, such,were the exigencies of | Government. 


the public service. 


had served, and wlio should hereafter serve, in this 


ut this was not the case here. 


Mr. B. said he was in favor || These were to be located in any place where there 
of granting bounty Jands to the volunteers who 


comprehend a district large enough 


| less it should he made to include all the volunteers || 


ed to this billin such a manner as not to run the | 
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wide range for choice. The result of the passage 
of this amendment, then, would be siraply this: 
that every soldier who should be honorably dis- 
charged, or having served during the war, or vol- 
unteered for twelve months, would, at the end of 
his term of service, be entitled to so much scrip as 
would purchase one hundred and sixty acres of 
land. It was a proposition to grant to every sol- 
dier who actually served, and to the heirs of every 
soldier who died in service, an amount equal to 
$200, which should pass current in any land office 
for the purchase of land, instead of paying them in 
advance : it was paying him at the end of his ser- 
vice this amount. He himself would have no hesi- 
tation in voting for such a proposition, A soldier's 
service was the hardest that any patriot could be 
called upon to perform, and he thought that they 
were entitled to receive at the hands of the Gov- 
ernment this much at least. He did not like pro- 
crastinating this subject until this bill should be 
passed. He saw no objection to its being incer- 
yorated in it. Would the passage of that bill alone 
ring the men into the field? The army was not 
half full: would that supply the deficiency? Why, 
if the thing were suggested in any other place, it 
would be called a palpable absurdity. If this bill 
were to pass, to what family of legislation would 
it belong? It was the very bill to which such a 
yrovision as that proposed by the Senator from 
Sennastensih properly belonged. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN concurred mainly with the 
Senator from Ohio, but still there was one diffieul- 
ty under which he labored, and which he thonght 
would operate on that Senator’s mind: it was, that 
if we are to grant scrip to the value of two hun- 
dred dollars—[a Senator: four hundred)}—it would 
be beyond the power of any one of them to know 
how much land two hundred dollars would buy, 

' under the felicitous operation of the graduation 
| laws now in operation and contemplation. He 
desired to give to the soldiers a bounty, and would 
vote freely to give a substantial bounty to the sol- 
diers who are periling their lives in the service of 
their country; but he would like to know firtt a 
little about what it was to be; he desired to know 
exactly what he was, or what he professed, to give. 
Mr. C. concurred, too, with the Senator from Del- 
aware, and would much rather make a disposition 
of the public domain in favor of our soldiers than 
subject it to the disposition which seemed likely to 
be made of it by the policy which gentlemen on 
the other side were day by day pressing upon them 
respecting it. It appeared, however, that gentle- 
| men were apprehensive, if it were given to the 
soldiers, that they would squander it as they did 


|, in 1814-'15-16, for five, ten, or twenty dollars 


the objection which appeared to be a stumbling. || 


He moved, therefore, the bill be | 


i 
} 
| 
| 
| 


they would find that it steered clear entirely of all |, rious dis 
those formidable objections, in regard to the sys- | 


tofore. The reason why those particular sections | 
of country where those bounty lands were to be || 


| 
' 
} 
| 
| 
} 
j 


| 
j 
i 
i 
| 
| 
t 
i 


é é |, prehensive the soldiers would do? 
table, with» the understanding that it be called up 


‘atract. Now, were they not doing, or striving 
to do, exactly what they were so sensitively ap- 
He had shown 
| them in the course of the last year, that they had 
_ one hundred and forty millions of acres of land in 
the market, and to the whole of that they were 
| applying successive graduations of price. if, then, 
| the soldier should sell at prices compared with 
| those to which it was proposed to reduce the public 
| lands, and he got but twenty dollars in 1817, 1818, 
| and 1819 for the land given him, what would he 
| get in 1848, 1849, and 1850, for one hundred and 


| sixty acres of land which they might now grent him? 
Mr. CORWIN said he felt somewhat solicitous | 


that this measure, in some form or other, at some || 
| time or other, should be passed into a law; and he | 


| Why, there would be searcely enough to repair 
his old clothes. He (Mr. C.) was, therefore, 
familiarized as he had“been with the policy of the 
gentlemen opposite in relation to the public lands, 
glad to get any opportunity of making a merito- 

i sition TY deeone and he thought it would 

be a meritorious disposition of them to give them 
| to the soldiers. He was in favor of giving the 
soldiers scrip receivable in payment for the os 
land, and that, fixed at the present prices, he hoped 


located had been overlooked, could not-possibly || would be useful, not only to the sokliers, but in 


| stemming the downward current of the public land 
| as it was now running. 

| But Mr. C. had another objection to this amend- 
| ment: that it was now impossible to digest all its 
| necessary details. He admitted that there was 
| great difficulty in doing so, and therefore it oceur- 
| red to him that, instead of attempting to make a 
| specific and final provision on this subject, they 
| should make a pledge—insert a single sone 
| now, and give a pledge—that they would hereafier, 
by law, make provision forthis thing. That woulda 


|, accomplish the purpose, and leave them ample 
were lands subject to private entry, and that would || time and opportunity, now or at the next session 


to furnish a |) of Congress, to mature the necessary measure, 
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lie had prepared a proposition, which he desired 
to submit to the consideration of the Senate at a 
future time. A provision of this sort would be 
equivalent to the grant itself, and would leave them 
time for deliberate legislation. 

Several Senators: 
row. 

Mr. BENTON was opposed to such a sweeping 
system; the credit system had gone far enough 
already. The proposition now submitted, was to 


issue the scrip of the Government as bounties to | 


sokliers, promising to give them land hereafter; 
but at what day they did not say. The proposi- 
tion of the Senator from Kentucky was nothing 
more nor less than a promise to pay at some after 
time, without fixing that time. It was a new and 
vast extension of the credit system, and in cases 
in which the persons to whom the scrip would be 
given would have no power to recover its value, as 
the Government etl not be sued. 

But this question was now in the hands of a 
committee. He did not know what might be go- 
ing on in the other House, though he believed that 


House had the subject under consideration by com- | 
mittees; but he knew of one committee charged | 


with this subject, and to act here now, as was pro- 
posed—this pledge to actin futuro—would, in effect, 
be to diacharge those committees from further action 


upon it; so that, instead of acting upon it at an | 


early day, it would be an indefinite postponement 
of the subject. If the Senator from Pennsylvania 
would not withdraw his amendment, he hoped it 
would be rejected, 

Let this bill go free. It had already been delayed 
several days by a calamitous event, and should not 
now be encumbered with a proposition which lays 
open the whole subject of the Government policy 
in relation to the public lands. It was brought in 
as antagonistic to the graduation bill, They were 
to change the policy which had always been adopt- 


ed, that of giving land to the soldier, to inure to | 


his benefit, and to the benefitof his widow and chil- 
dren stier he was gone, and it-was to be changed 


into serip, to be received in payment for public || 


lands, and not merely $200, but $400 to every 
individual. Now, he thought the Committee on 
Finance, and the gentlemen who support the grad- 
vation system, must all oppose this amendment, 
as it was antagonistic of the graduation principle. 


He saw his friend from Alabama, (Mr. Lewis,] | 
who had charge of the subject of finance, was using | 


his pen; probably he was calculating how he was 
io supply the deficiency of the twenty millions thus 
to be diverted from the treasury. At the com- 
mencement of the present session, he had under- 


stood that 300,000 men had volunteered for the | 


war, and this amendment proposed to give the land 
to all who * volunteer,’’ without stipulating that 
they should actually enter the service. The bounty 


proposed to be given would, he apprehended, divert || 


$20,000,000 from the treasury. 
‘The PRESIDENT. Will the Senator suspend 


his remarks that the Senate may receive a message | 


from the House of Representatives ? 
Mr. BENTON. 
matter is concerned, 
B. B. Frencu, Esq., Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, then delivered to the Senate sever- 
al bills from the House of Representatives. 


Mr. SEVIER said that the Senator from Ohio | 


had intimated that he did not understand this 
amendment, and now he was led to admit that he 
had not understood it. 
they were professing to make this a bounty land 
bill that it was to be ascrip bill. They were takin 

fifty thousand men to the war with Mexico; an 

supposing he allowed that the minimum price of the 
public lands should be the basis of the calculation, 
the scrip to be issued would amount to $20,000,000, 
if the war was to be of long duration, and we were 
but entering upon it, and this was to be taken 
at the land offices of the United States in payment 
for public lands; consequently, within the next five 
or six years from that source the Government 
would not receive a dollar. Now, if they pro- 
posed to give $400 to the soldier as a bounty, in 
addition to his monthly pay, they had better at 
once give him the money. [A Senator corrected 
Mr. 3., and stated the sum te be but half the 
amount he had named.] Well, then, it was ten 
millions of money—which was a low estimate— 
that would be taken from the public land revenue, 
and thus for five years they would deprive the 
Government of a most important source of reve- 





Panett nonctirarenrecer sin 


Let it lie over until to-mor- 


Yes, sir, forever, as far as this | 


He had no idea that while | 





‘| nue—and to go into whose 
from Delaware said the soldiers would look out 
_for themselves. Such had not been the result 
| heretofore, and therefore he should vote to prevent 
| the recurrence of that system which had heretofore 
prevailed. They found in every graduation bill 
their friends opposite providing a great many re- 
strictions, by way of provisoes, to prevent specu- 
lators getting the lands, and if this bill was calcu- 
lated, as it was described to be, to put these lands 
in the hands of speculators, he supposed they 
would have no objection to join with him in 
placing such restrictions in it as would guard 
against such a result. If, however, the soldiers 
were to have scrip for $201), receivable in the pay- 
ment for lands, it would devolve the duty on the 
Senator from Alabama, ‘Mr. Lewis,] as chairman 
of the Finance Committee, to consider and discover 
by what other means a sufficient revenne could be 


raised for the Government to supply the loss of the | 


land sales to the treasury. But, really, while they 
so often heard from the other side of that Chamber 
cries that the treasury was in a state of bankrupt- 
cy, it was surprising that it should be proposed to 
take from the Government so great a source of 
revenue as the public lands. if, however, the sum 
of $200 was to be given to the soldier, it would be 
better that he should have it for his immediate ben- 
efit, in the shape of two or three dollars a month, 
| to add to his comforts as he went along. 
But again, it wes not alone the soldiers engaged 
_in the Mexican war, whether regulars or volun- 
teers, that would be entitled to this bounty, but 
the soldiers on the frontier—the soldiers engaged 
in preventing Indian aggressions—the soldiers in 
California, or wherever else they might be, to 
whom, as his friend opposite said, they were to 


give a pledge, the extent of which they could not | 


foresee. ‘They had already thirty thousand troops 
‘| in the field, and now they proposed to raise ten 
thousand more, and he supposed that this would 
not be near enough. And yet this plan was pro- 
|| posed, not knowing how far it would reach, or 
what would be its effect on the treasury, and at a 
| time too when the Government was pressed to 
|| meet the expenses already incurred. He thought 
|| the Committee on Finance should cipher this out 


| in the committee room, where it could be better | 


|| done than here at their desks, before they made a 
* pledge,”’ the effect of which they could not fore- 
see. In fact, he understood it had been referred 
|| toa committee already—that it was now before a 
| committee, who in due time would bring in a bill 
| to carry out the object contemplated, and they had 
|, better wait for the committee’s report. For him- 
self, he was disposed to give the public lands to 
/anybody that would take and cultivate them. 
| While they were held up by the Government they 
would afford no revenue, and they prevented the 
country being settled, But he would fot now talk 
| about the graduation of the price of the public 
‘| lands. He had done that before. The question 
before them, however, was worthy of an hour’s 
| reflection by learned gentlemen in the committee 
room. He Loned; then, that the Senate would not 
‘| adopt this amendment now, but that it would be 
| brought in in the shape of an independent proposi- 
|| tion, and he would vote as much as that Senator 
|| who voted the farthest. 
|| Mr. BADGER was sorry to hear from the Sen- 
ator from Arkansas, [Mr. Sevier,] whose oppor- 
'| tunities were so good for forming a correct opinion 
on such a subject, that we were but at the begin- 
ning of the war. He should have been glad to 
| have received an assurance from some gentleman 
| on the other side of the Chamber, that there was 
| some prospect of a termination of the war within 
/a reasonable time; but if the war be but just 
|| begun—if we see in the dim and distant future, 
| after a year spent in war, nothing but hostilities 
| before us—if we are to call upon American citi- 


|| zens to enlist in the army for the prosecution of 


‘| this indefinite war—to enlist not merely for a cer- 
|| tain period, but during the existence of the war— 
‘if at the same time we are turning to our patriotic 
| fellow-citizens and calling upon them to volunteer, 
' not for one year merely, but calling upon them to 

leave their wives and their homes and surrender 
| their domestic comforts for the conflict of battle, 
|| and to hazard a destructive climate, and not for a 
| short period, but for a war which has but just 
|| begun—he asked if it was not important that they 
|| should throw,out strong inducements to the — 
‘to peril their happiness, their persons, and their 
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ket? His friend | lives. 
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He saw in this very circumstance stron 
|| reasons why this bill should not be passed wit}, 
|| out a distinctive * pledge’’ of future bounty on 

the part of the Government to induce men 
whether as volunteers or regular soldiers, to make 
these sacrifices. He was not for separating this 
amendment from this bill. He desired that ever: 
| man should see on the face of the law under which 
|| the Government required the sacrifice from him 
| the bounty at which the country estimates his 


|| Service. he Senator from Arkansas [Mr. Sp. 
| 


| 





| vier] thought it was better to add a dollar or two 
to the monthly pay. Well, if such were to be 
the character of the war which he had described 
he would give that and the bounty land besides, 
| He was not one that was ready to call upon their 
| fellow-citizens to volunteer and sacrifice their coy). 
| forts and lives, without extending to them the ut- 
| most indemnity which the wealth of the country 
1] 
i 
‘ 
| 





could afford. Believing it better to afford ay 
opportunity for a little correction of the details of 
\the amendment proposed, believing that every- 
| thing that was necessary could be done between 
this time and the meeting of the Senate to-morrow, 
_ and believing that there would be no actual neces- 
| Sity to refer it to a committee, he renewed the mo- 
/ tion which he had heretofore withdrawn, to lay 
| the whole subject on the table, with the under- 
| Standing that it should be taken up to-morrow and 
| disposed of. 
Mr. SEVIER. I ask the yeas and nays on 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
| Mr. BADGER, at the solicitation of friends 
|| around him, changed his motion to one of post- 
| ponement of the further consideration of the bill 
| until to-morrow. 
| The postponement was agreed to—yeas 25, nays 
i} 
|| 23—as follows: 
|| _ YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Butler, Cilley, 
| Thonfas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, 
|| Evans, Greene, Houston, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johuson of 
| Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Mangum, Miller, More- 
head, Pierce, Phelps, Simmons, Upham, Westcott, and 
j Woodbridge—25. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
| by, Benton, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Cameron, Cass, Chal- 
| mers, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Lewis, Niles, Rusk, Sevier, 
|| Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, and Yulee—23. 
|| So the bill was postponed until to-morrow. 


Mr. ALLEN said he had the honor of introdu- 
cing certain resolutions the other day, of which he 
now called for the consideration. 

The Secretary read the resolutions, as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That, with a view to a speedy and 
honorable peace, the war with Mexico ought to be 
prosecuted with increased energy and expedition; 
and to that end— 

Resolved, That additional regiments of volun- 
teers ought immediately to be called into the field. 

Resolved, That a portion of the national domain 
ought to be set apart as an additional reward to 
the officers and soldiers who shall have served in 
the war, and to the widows, heirs, and legal repre- 
sentatives, of those who shall have lost their lives 
in this service. 

Resolved, That the residue of the naticnal do- 
main, and the proceeds of the sales thereof, ought 
to be pledged for the payment of the public debt 
and the interest thereon, which may be incurred 
in the prosecution of the war—the Government 
retaining, as heretofore, the right to grant preémp- 
tions, graduate the prices, and make the usual 
grants of such domain to particular States. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs and the Committee on Finance be instructed 
to bills appropriate to effect these objects. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON. Have they been printed? 

Mr. BERRIEN. I hope they will be suffered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON. I suggest to the Sena- 
tor from Ohio to postpone the consideration of his 
resolutions until cr ean be printed. They have 
not yet been printed, or, if they have, I have not 
seen them. 

Mr. ALLEN. I will move, then, to make them 
the oe order for Monday next. [** Agreed, 

reed, 

The baie were made the special order for 
Monday next accordingly, 

LAND BILL. 
Mr. BREESE said the bill to reduce and u- 


ate the price of the public lands was e the 
special order for Monday last, but in consequence 
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oe | 
ofthe debate which arose respecting the occupancy i General officers, who have. heretofore operated in- 


of the chair, it was not reached. He therefore 
now called for its consideration. 

Mr. DIX remarked that there were two bills 
reported from the Military Committee, which had 
been made the special order for to-day. The first 
was a bill which had several provisions in common 
with the bill which had just been postponed until 
to-morrow; the other was a bill to appoint a lieu- 
tenant general to command the military forces of 
the United States during the war—to which prece- 
dence was due. 

Mr. JARNAGIN said the bills mentioned by 
the Senator from New York would necessarily 


take much time, and therefore, if it was in order, | 


he would move that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of executive business, to which the Sen- 
ate could devote itself for the residue of the day. 


Mr. BREESE remarked that on his side of the | 


House they were not aware of anything of impor- 
tance that required attention in executive session; 
whereas the bill to graduate the public lands had 
been made the special order for a day that was 
passed , and if now taken up, so far from consu- 
ming much time, he apprehended it could be dis- 
posed of in one hour, for it was the same bill which 
passed the Senate in July last, and the arguments 
used on that occasion must be fresh in the minds 
of gentlemen. He hoped, therefore, it would be 
taken up and considered. 


Mr. JARNAGIN had supposed the gentleman | 


from Illinois knew the character of the business 
which required attention in executive session. If 
the Senate should go into secret session he was 
confident that he should be able to satisfy that 
gentleman that there was business of some im- 
yortance—perhaps of as much consequence to the 
Calon at “large as the graduation bill. This he 
could not do here. 

Mr: BREESE calied for the yeas and nays on 
the motion to go into executive session. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and resulted 
thus: Yeas 21, nays 24. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 


LIEUTENANT GENERAL 


Mr. DIX moved that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of the bill to appoint a lieutenant 
general to command the military forces of the 
United States during the war. 


The motion was agreed to, and the bill oie! 


taken up accordingly, as in committee of the 
whole. 

Mr. DIX rose and said: 

Mr. Preswent: The bill under consideration 
was introduced in accordance with the recommen- 
dation contained in the President’s special mes- 
sage of the 4th instant. The reasons for asking 
the appointment of a general to command all our 
inilitary forces in Mexico were briefly explained 
in that message. Having introduced the bill asa 
member of the Committee on Military Affairs, I 
deem it due to the Senate and to the subject to 
state the considerations by which I have been gov- 
erned in iving the measure my support. 

Our military operations in Mexico have hereto- 
fore been carried on in detached commands, on very 
extended lines, and in the execution pf enterprises 
not only totally distinct from each other, but at 
geographical distances so remote as to preclude 
anything like direct combination between the forces 
respectively employed in them. These enterprises 
have all been successful. Santa Fé and Chihuahua 
have been overrun and occupied by the military 
forces under General Kearny; the Californias by 
Colonel Frémont and our naval forces in the Paci- 
fic; New Leon and part of Tamaulipas by General 
Taylor; and Durango by General Wool and Gen- 
eral Worth. The whole of northern and central 
Mexico, as far south as the mouth of the Rio 
Grande and the twenty-sixth parallel of latitude, 
18 virtually in our ion. The Mexican 
authority may by this occupation be considered 
extinct in this extensive district, constituting, if 
we include Sonora and Sinolou on the eastern 
shore of the Gulf of California, from which I be- 
lieve the Mexiean forces are withdrawn, about 
two-thirds of the entire territory of the Mexican 
republic, and about one-tenth of its population, 
The land forces, by which these acquisitions have 
been made, are rapidly concentrating upon the 
southern line of the subjugated territory. Their 
operations are to be, in some degree, combined, 


instead of being carried on in sepurate divisions, || rectory determined to associate with him General 


j 











dependently, are to come together and to act with 
each other in th complishment of common 
objects. At least of these generals have the 


| same rank, that of major general, the highest rank 


| this mode of settling questions of precedence is 


in the service; and precedence among them in 
their respective arms is, therefore, to be determined 
by date of commission. In subordinate commands | 


| inevitable, and ordinarily leads to little practi- 


| eal inconvenience. 


But to permit the right to 
the chief command over such numerous forces | 
as are now to be combined, and in such exten- | 
sive operations as are to be carried on, to be de- 
termined by mere priority of commission, and | 


| not by superiority of grade, is, to say the least, 


| by which the correctness of this principle is sup- | 
| ported, are perfectly compatible with the highest | 
| patriotism and honor in the persons holding subor- 


| tire faith in the devotedness and gallantry of the 


| combination, they will far exceed any number 





| of failure in their execution. 
| lar form of organization better suited than any 
| other to give efficiency to the movements of mili- 


exceedingly undesirable, not only in deference 
to military principles, but because this very cir- | 
cumstance has often proved unfriendly to united 
and zealous action, and sometimes has led to the 
frustration of plans of campaign, and even to de- 
feat, when success would have been certain with 
proper coGperation on the part of the commander | 
and his subordinates. I might appeal, for the 
truth of this remark, to our own military history, 
as well as to that of other countries. | believe | | 
may say, it is a well-settled opinion in respect to 
military command, and especially in extensive 
operations, that the chief commander should, if | 
possible, be superior in grade to the other general 
officers serving under him. The considerations, | 


dinate commands. It is strictly a question of mili- 
tary organization. We may concede to all the 
purest devotion and disinterestedness; and yet in 


| the organization of military bodies, and in the | 


preparation of plans of campaign, we should be | 
wanting in ordinary prudence if we were not 
guided vy those general principles, which are cal- | 
culated to render our arrangemeuts proof, as far | 
as human arrangements can be, against all hazard 
If there is a partuicu- 


tary forces, itis the part of wisdom to adopt it; | 
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Kellerman, one of the best commanders of that 
day. Napoleon remonstrated against it in a letter 
written in his usual terse and vigorous style; and 
he concluded by saying, that one bad general was 
better than two good ones, Sir, there is great force 
and truth in the proposition. He intended to inti- 
mate thatevery military body should have a distinct 
head; and certainly the observation is eminently 
applicable to cases in which the numerical forces 
are greatly disproportioned to the rank of the offi- 
cer commanding them. For these reasons, if there 
were no others, I should be in favor of the Presi- 
dent’s recommendation to appoint an officer of 
higher rank to command our armies in Mexico. 
Thus far | have spoken of the proposed meas- 
ure as connected with sound principles of military 
organization and command. I desire now to pre- 
sent some considerations of a different nature. 
Our military commanders in Mexico are operating 
in an enemy’s country of vast extent. ‘They are 
overrunning provinces, reducing cities and towns, 
and providing for the security of the subjugated 
territories under the rules of international law, and 
according to the usages of civilized States. These 














, are high pares. ape. the incidents of war, having 


their authority in conventional rules beyond the 
civil constituuon and municipal laws of our own 
country. Itis very desirable that the depositary 
of these high and extraordinary powers should not 
only carry with him the requisite military talents, 
but that he should also possess the experience and 
the civil qualifications indispensable to enable him 
to meet his responsibilities intelligently and dis- 
creetly. Not only his own Government, but ail 


civilized nations have an interest in the mainte- 
_ nance of rules designed to mitigate the asperities 


nor should we be content with a less efficient torm, |; 


even though we have the fullest confidence in the 
patriotism and zeal of those who are to take part 
in the contemplated enterprises. Sir, I have en- 


officers of our army, and of the volunteers; and | 
no one shall surpass me here in attributing to | 
them the praise, and awarding to them the justice 
to which they are entitled. I consider the pro- 
posed measure entirely consistent with the inter- 
esis of both arms of the service, which are deeply | 
concerned, though not so deeply as the interests | 
of the country, in giving to the military body, of | 


of warfare by applying to the conduct of war the 
principles of humanity and justice. Errors in the 
application of these rules may involve his own 
Government in embarrassment and reproach. 
These considerations, | am aware, apply rather to 
the qualifications of the man than to the rank he 
may happen to hold. I advert to them only for 
the purpose of indicating the importance of the 
position occupied by the commander of our armies 
in Mexico, and the propriety of extending to the 
President the broadest field for selection. 

In the message of the President, it is recom- 
mended that authority be given to appoint a com- 


| manding general for our military forces in Mexico, 


without specifying any rank. The committee, in 


| reporting the bill, propose to confer on him the 
| rank of lieutenant general—the grade in other ser- 


vices next above that of major general, which is 


| the highest in ours. The grade was created in 


which they are a part, the mest judicious and || 


efficient organization. 
Looking to the numerical forces to be moved in 


ever commanded in this country—and | believe I 
may say in any other, except from accident or 
some temporary necessity—by a major general, 
the highest grade in our service. ‘he proper 


| 1798, during our dissensions with the French re- 


public, by an act authorizing the President to raise 
a provisional army. The office was conferred, by 
the unanimous‘vote of the Senate, on General 
Washington, and was accepted by him, but with 
the express stipulation, that he should not be called 


| into service until the exigency for which the office 
' was created—an invasion of the United States by 


| France—should actually occur. 


He did not be- 


| lieve it would occur; he was not deceived in this 


belief; and he never entered on the discharge of his 


| duties, excepting so far as to give advice with re- 


command of an oificer of that rank is a division. | 


A major general and a general of division are con- 


vertibleterms. A division consists of two brigades; | the appointment of a commander of the army, with 


a brigade consists of two regiments in the regular 
service, and three in the volunteers. The com- 
mand of a major general, therefore, is from four 
to six thousand men. The force to be employed 
in Mexico, if our operations are to be carried on 
with proper vigor, should not fall short of twenty- 
five or thirty thousand fighting men in the field. | 
lt now exceeds twenty thousand. It is sufficient | 
for four full divisions. To permit it to be com- 
manded by a major general, having no precedence 
over his associates excepting by the date of his 
i 
{ 


commission, is as inconsistent with military prin- 
ciples as it would be to organize a regiment With 
three or four majors, and without a colonel; or, in | 
other words, without a head. Itis far too large 
a force to be commanded either by a major general | 
or a general having no higher rank than others 
serving underhim. Such anarrangementis totally 
inconsistent with military principles and usages, 
looking to organization in its narrowest sense. 
When Napoleon was in command of the army of 
Italy, after his first successes, the Executive Di- 


| States,’’ and thereu 
tenant general. 
| the ap 


} 
| 
| 
} 


i 


; 


_ general. 


| 


military organization. 


gard to the organization of the army. About a 
= after this grade was created, and afew months 
fore he died, another act was passed, authorizing 


the title of “ general of the armies of the United 
n abolishing the office of licn- 
I have not been able to find that 
intment was ever made; and by a return 
from the War Department in 1800, General Washi- 
ington was reported as lieutenant general, dead. 
According to the analogies of other services, the 
rank of general is higher than that of lieutenant 
I have not thought it material to inquire 
into the object of the second act; but it may have 
been designed to confer on him a rank as nearly 
approaching that which he bore in the revolution- 
ary war (that of general and commander-in-chief ) 
as was consistent with the Constitution of the 
United States, which declares the President to be 
commander-in-chief of the armies of the United 
States. 

_ In other services, the rank of lieutenant general 
is, 1 believe, part, and an essential part, of the 
In France it was former! 


conferred on the chiefs of provinces, and the indi- 
viduals holding it were invested with civil as welt 
In modern times, I believe, 


as military functions. 
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. } 
it has become purely a military title, and it con- || Mexico. And yet the frontiers of the department 
fers a rank intermediate between that of major || 
general, which is below, and general, which is | 
As the grade next to that of major gen- | 


above, it. / , ‘ ! 
eral, it seems the proper title, if a higher grade is 
to be created. On the other hand, though the of- 


fice of commander of the military forces in Mexico 1] 
will be purely military, nevertheless, in providing | 


for exigencies which may arise in the occupation 
of an enemy’s territory—and, let me add, with as 


little disturbance as possible to the local authori- | 


ties and the ordinary administration of justice— 
his station becomes one of the highest-delicacy and 
importance. If a new grade is to be created, | 
repoat, the title of lieutenant general will be admit- 


ted to be proper in a stricldy oe sense, and it | 
i 


is descriptive of the relation in which the comman- 
der of the armies in Mexico will stand to the Presi- 
dent as commander-in-chief of the armies of the 
United States uuder the Constitution. He cannot 
be in Mexico in person, and he mus’, therefore, 
command there by his lieutenant or deputy, by 
whatever name the latter may be called. 

‘The proposed creation of a new grade in the army, 
higher than any now known to the service, does 
not contemplate the creation or delegation of any 
new authority to the officer who may be appointed 
to it. He will possess no other powers excepting 
those now possessed by our military commanders. 
The act creating the office limits its duration to the 
war with Mexico. It is proposed to be created for 
the extraordinary emergency in which the country 
is placed, and will cease with it. 

desive it to be distinctly understood that the 
measure is proposed with a view to the vigorous 
prosecution of the war, and in this view only I 
suppor it. If we were to have a war of posts, or 
a long and moderate war, the office would be unne- 
cessury, and I should not give it my support. On 
this point I desire to say a few words more. | 
concur fully in the sentiments expressed by the 
Senator from Kentucky |[Mr. Cairrenpen] at a 
late session of the Senate, with regard to a vigor- 
ous prosecution of the war. I see no alternative 
but to advance with a competent force, and compel 
Mexico to make peace. Least of all would 1 ap- 
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prove the policy which has been referred to on this | 
floor, of maintaining our present line of possession, | 


and wailing for peace to come to us. _ | see in such 
a policy no beneficial results. On the contrary, I 
see in it nothing but evil and mischief. 1 believe 
it would be a line of war, assassination, and rapire, 
which neither party would have the ability to put 
down. It is only a restoration of peace, resung 
upon the solemn sanctions of a treaty, that can 
engage either party to treat the perpetrators of out- 
rage with the severity necessary to suppress it. 


Draw a line across the Mexican territory, and | 


ace your soldiery there to guard it, and you will 
. exposed to the danger, so well described by the 
Senator from Kentucky, of having your own divi- 
ded forces attacked by the combined forces of the 
enemy atany point which he may select. Besides, 
sir, take such a line, and let our present hostile 
relations to Mexico continue, and you give to indi- 
vidual acts of depredation, in some.degree, the 
sanction of law. You convert a war of communi- 
ties into a war of individuals, without responsibili- 


ty, and without restraint, while the hostile feeling | 


between the two countries will constantly grow 
more embittered by the repetition of acts of vio- 
lenee. 


Peace alone, uniting the sovereign power | 


of both countries in the maintenance of order, ean | 


terminate a state of things disastrous to both, and 
at war with all the interesis of humanity, 


I have said that I see no hope but ina vigorous | 


prosecation of the war. 
energy it may be brought toa close. ‘The oppo- 
sition which has been made to us in Mexico has, 
L believe, come wholly from the army. There 
has been no uprising of the people,as there would 
be with us if our soil were to be invaded by a 
foreign Power. ‘There are two reasons why it is 
so. Our military operations have been carried on 
chiefly in a sparsely populated country, and the 
great body of the Mexicans are nearly disarmed, 
i ave a paper before me, published in the city of 
Mexico, containing an article from Zacatecas, 
showing a most extraordinary fact. If Senators 


will Jook at their maps, they will find the depart- | 
ment of Zacatecas, southwest of New Leon, of | 


which Moaterey is the chief town, southeast of 
Durango, and northwest of San Luis Potosi—lying, 
in a word, in the very centre of the territory of 


1 believe with proper || 








: 


and those of Durango are subject to the constant 
| incursions of bands of sav from twenty, thir- 
| ty, fifty, to two hundred i ber. Let me read 
|| an extract from this article: 

Be * Zacatecas, October 25, 1846. 


“Tn our last number we announced that, besides the one 
| hundred men who had gone out in the direction of the north- 
| ern frontier of the State, to free the intrabitants from the 


general would go out in person on the first of the next month 

wit the rest ot the foree of the sixth regiment of permanent 
| cavalry. Buthaving received the day before yesterday news 
| which was con:municated by extraordinary express from 
the political chiefs of Sombrerete and Nieves that a party 
of savages, whose number they estimated at two hundred, 
had shown themselves in the neighborhood of Mateo Go- 
mez, Santa Catarina, and other villages in that quarter, 
his Excellency the commanding general hastened his de- 
| parture, and yesterday he marched with about two hundred 


| men of the sixth regiment, a detachment of the active bat- || 
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talion, a company of the national guard, and a detachment | 
of artillery of the same guard, with one piece of cannon. | 
Besides, his Excellency has sent orders to the political chiefs | 


of Nieves, Sombrerete, Fresniilo, and others in that quarter, 
to assemble the militia, as far as the excessive scarcity of 

| arms would permit, and aid the operations of the command- 
ant general. 
attacking the people of the frontier, they will be severely 
punished,” 

The same paper contains an account of a fight 
with the Indians, in Durango, on the 18th of Oc- 
tober, in which eleven Mexicans were killed and 
twenty-four wounded. The scene of these Indian 


depredations is two hundred miles in advance of |) 


our army at Monterey, nearly midway between 


We believe, then, if the savages succeed in | 


Saltillo, in Durango, and Santa Ana’s headquar- | 


ters, at San Luis Potosi. 
fact, as indicating the defenceless condition of the 
great body of the Mexicans, and from * the ex- 
cessive scarcity of arms,” the militia could only be 
parually employed. 
are dependent for their protection on the army; 


[t is an extraordinary || 


The people, it would seem, | 


and when this is withdrawn, they are again ex- | 
posed to outrage and depredation from the most | 


insignificant bands of savages. 

I will now call the attention of the Senate to two 
articles of great interest and importance as con- 
nected with the history of the contest in which we 


are engaged with Mexico, and as casting some light | 


upon the course which it may be incumbent on us 


to pursue. I have two Mexican papers, published | 
in the city of Mexico about the middle of Novem- | 


ber, and containing what may be regarded as the 
manifestoes of the two great parties in that country, 
put forth in anticipation of the meeting of the extra- 


ordinary Congress now in session. The first is the | 


Monitor Republicano, (the Republican Monitor) 
of the 14th of November, 1846, containing, under 
its editorial head, an article which I will read from 
the Spanish, and in translating it, as I proceed, I 


for any deviation from the original would impair 
its strength: 
** Most grave are the questions of which the solution be- 


shall endeavor to follow it with literal accuracy, | 


longs to the Congress soon to be convened, and their mo- | 


mentousness inealculable. 
the termination or continuation of the actual war with the 
United States, a subject on which depends nothing less than 
our existence as an independent nation. 

“The reasons which exist for terminating the war are 
most powerful; and not less weighty are those which oblige 
us to continue it. Our situation is truly critical, and im- 
mense the responsibility of those who are to decide our 
fate. 

« Our country, weakened by twenty-five years of intestine 
Wars, cannot present the energetic and invincible resist- 
| ance which are the fruit of peace, of union, and of order in 

the public adininistration. 


One of the most important is | 


{| they have always fought to defend their natal soil. 


t || These are powerful motives why we should 
depredation of the savages, his Exceliency the commanding | 
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Mexicans, without any exception, are resolved to ean 


all their interest, and their existence, before they will cop. 


|| sent to be the slaves of avaricious adventurers; and this hoble 


| decision is the surest pledge of triumph. The smallest the 
| most insignificant people on earth are invincible, When 

they combat for their independence. And Mexico, will she 
not maintain her dignity? Will she not know bow to ayaij 
herself of any of the great elements of defeace, with Which 
nature has endowed ler? 


: mur 
at every peril, a most just contest—a contest to witich 


| are ee by the greatest incentives that can be ima- 
ined. 
. * What, then, is the issue of this most important matter? 
We confers, in good faith, we are unable to foresee; and 
that only the most mature deliberation of wise and expo. 
rienced men is capable of bringing to a good termina 
a question of life or death for Mexico. 

“Great, then, should be the cireumspection with which 
the future Congress should proceed—a Congress which woe 
shall accuse of our ruin, or to which we shall be the debtor; 
for our salvation. Every citizen of those who compoge it 
when he finds himself in the Hall of the Representaiives of 
the people, should forget every interest, every affection, and 
keep only in view his country, whose fate he is to decide 
irremediably.”? 

This, sir, is the declaration of the republican 
party of Mexico, and I cannot, by any words of 
mine, add to its force or eloquence. This party | 
suppose to be far the most numerous and the most 
patriotic, but kept down by the army, the clergy, 
and the monarchists. Though their manifesto 
_ breathes a noble spirit of patriotism, and denounces 
us as invaders of the Mexican soil, I think it will 
not be difficult for an attentive reader to perceive 
that they are strongly disposed to peace, and that 
they see nothing but evil to the republic from the 
military rule of Santa Ana. It is the party with 
which our negotiations were commenced for an 
amicable settlement of the Texas question. We 
have, I fear, lost much of its confidence since the 
war commenced. We are considered as deter- 
mined to dismember the republic. The Mexican 
papers are full of a plan which they attribute to 
us, of dividing their territory at the 23d degree of 
latitude, the parallel of Tampico and San Luis 
Potosi; and while they suppose this to be our de- 
termination, it is natural that they should speak of 
us with asperity. But let it be once understood 
that we are disposed to settle our differences on 
just and liberal terms, and I believe there would be 
no obstacle with them to a_pacification. They are 
now powerless; but it may be that, in the progress 
of the war, their condition may be reversed, and 
that by a wise policy on our part, political resulis 
of the highest benefit to Mexico may be secured, 
and her republican institutions may be established 
on a more solid and durable foundation. 

I will now read to the Senate a paper of a differ- 
| ent character—a paper which may be fairly con- 
_ sidered as the manifesto of Santa Ana himself. | 

find it in the *‘Diario del Gobierno de la Republica 
_ Mexicana (the Journal of the Government of the 
Mexican Republic) of Sunday, the 22d November, 
_ 1846; but the article is copied from a paper printed 
_at San Luis Potosi, and entitled “‘ La opinion del 
ejercito,”’ (the opinion of the army,) and doubt- 
less conducted under his supervision. Indeed, it 
contains a reference to his opinions, which ma 
_ be regarded not only as authentic, but semi-official: 


“San Luis Potosi, November 13. 
“THE WAR WITH THE Usirep Srares.—Pablic opinion 
| expressed through the press has been continually arraigning 
our rulers, of all epochs, for the apathy and indifference 
with which they have viewed the Texas question since the 


ation, 


/) unfortunate event of San Jacinto. From that time the Mexi- 


ivents common to all youthful | 


nations, and which ours has been unable to avoid, bave’! 


brought us to the condition which we to-day deplore, but 


| from whieh, unhappily, itis notin our power immediately || 


| to eseape. The nations of Europe, attentive to their own 
interests, all incline to favor our cnemies, because they con- 


merce. Misfortunes, the offspring of the improvidence and 
| weakness of a few men, are attribyited to the whole nation, 
which, in this manner, has incurred reproaches it was jar 
from meriting. Finally, everything conspires against us 
and on all sides the most gloomy perspective presents itself. 
| These, and many other reasons which will readily occur to 
him who reflects a moment, persuade us of the imperious 


sider them stronger, and because from their triumph they | 
anticipate greater advantages for their industry and com- || 


nec@ssity of putting an end to so great a calamity as that | 


which afflicts us. 

“But in what manner can we attain it? What treaties 
cun we make, which will not cover us with opprobrium? 
These wicked men have usurped our territory, demolished 
our cities, destroyed our seaports, and rendered our shipping 
useless: they have committed every species of violence upon 
our citizens, and offered every deseription of outrage to our 
country. 
miny, humble ourselves, and yield what they desire, and 
what will be to us, beyond measure, unfavorable? Mexico 
| has suffered grave injuries from the civil war which bas 
|| burned without intermission in her bosom ; but she will not 
|| admit Uiat her sons have lost the noble ardor, with which 

> 


Can we, without covering ourselves with igno- |; 


can people Knew what would be the consequences of this 
_ criminal indifference, and constantly and energeticaliy 
begved for the restoration of the constitution of 1824, as the 
only means of recovering, with less difficulty and by force, 
possession of that vast and rich territory usurped by a smail 
handful of adventurers. 

“ Unfortunately, the preceding Administration, occupied 
solely with keeping themselves in power, turned a deat ear 
to the voice of the people, refusing them even the codpera- 
tion of our valiant army in an enterprise, which, singly, they 
could not have accomplished. They feared that the citizens, 
on receiving arms to revenge the ou *s committed upon 
the nation, would turn them agaiust their rulers, and hurl 
them from the posts which they held by means of revolu- 
tions. In this manner they succeeded in weakening the 
strength of the people, and putting to sleep their enthusiasm, 
so as to favor the rapacity of the Americans, who already 
meditated the annexation of Texas to their States. 

“ This act of perfidy was verified by a decree of the Cham- 
ber of Deputies of the United States; and the reclamations 
from our Government, avd the answers to them, were in 
great unknown to the people, from whom they were 
_ carefully coneealed, in order that public opinion might net 
interfere with measures so little favorable to the interests of 


|| the community. ‘Thus have negotiations of the highest im- 


| 
‘ 


"portance to Mexico, constantly become more complicated, 


' 


until we now see ourselves invaded, and a large portion of 
| our country occupied not merely by T 
\ by the army of U 


‘exan adventurers, hut 
oited States, ordered hither without 











Ps] 


